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ABSTRACT
The aim of this thesis is to study the age and sex patterns and 
differentials of marriage formation and marriage dissolution in rural 
Bangladesh, using a unique set of marital status registration data from 
the Demographic Surveillance System (DSS) of the International Centre for 
Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,B) for the years 1975-1979. 
This study is the first of its kind in Bangladesh to use marital status 
registration data.
In rural Bangladesh marriage is universal and early, especially for 
females. It appears from this study that female age at first marriage has 
been increasing somewhat during the past 5 years but for males age at 
marriage remains almost constant. A pronounced seasonality of marriages 
prevails in the rural areas of Bangladesh. As in other societies, 
education has a substantial effect on age at marriage of both males and 
females. Groom's occupation has only a slight effect on age at marriage.
Divorce in rural Bangladesh is frequentand largely occurs early in 
marriage. Age difference between groom and bride at marriage has a strong 
impact on the incidence of widowhood. It also has a marked effect on 
divorce. Education, husband's occupation and religion have a differential 
influence on the stability of marriage and on remarriage after divorce or
widowhood.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Objective of the Study
Marriage and marriage dissolution are among the important variables 
associated with population growth. Patterns of age, sex and other socio­
demographic characteristics of the population by marital status are used for 
the study of fertility and reproduction and of various related sociological 
and medical problems (Davis and Blake, 1956:212-214). According to Chen, 
Huffman and Satterthwaite (1976:3) the reproductive life span of a woman is 
influenced by behavioural variables, such as marriage, divorce, celibacy and 
terminal contraception, and biological variables, such as roenarche, menopause, 
sterility and widowhood. Hence in a society where use of contraception is 
small and celibacy is virtually absent, the behavioural variables which 
influence the reproductive life span of women only include marriage and 
marriage dissolution. A study conducted by Stoeckel and Chowdhury (1969:194) 
in rural Bangladesh found that total fertility was higher among the women who 
married at a younger age. In another study Stoeckel and Chowdhury (1973:65) 
observed that the women in rural Bangladesh who married at comparatively older 
ages were more receptive to family planning than those who married at very 
young ages. They suggested that the reasons for this difference may stem 
from the fact that in traditional societies where ’pre-pubertal marriage is 
orthodox and customary' the delay of marriage (often for obtaining education) 
may lead to or be manifest in a non-traditional orientation; such couples 
may form a more progressive segment of the society and possibly be more 
careful about family limitation. According to Ahmad (1979:102) women who 
married after the age of 20 years were more liberal in their attitude toward 
abortion in Bangladesh.
Early age at marriage in underdeveloped societies 'represents the 
maximum hedge against the threat of failure in population replacement' (Davis 
and Blake, 1956:215). Freedman (1964:224) supported this opinion and
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suggested that delayed marriage is one of the 'fertility control measures' 
of pre-industrial societies. According to Lesthaeghe (1971) in the European 
historical experience, the nuptiality pattern occupied a prominent place 
in the reduction of fertility. He also noted that late marriage and 
widespread celibacy were the causes of fertility decline in the populations 
of Western Europe in contrast to Eastern and Central Europe. There, marriage 
continued to be almost universal and customarily occurred earlier. 'A some­
what slower fertility transition was achieved through a reduction in marital 
fertility without any drastic accompanying nuptiality change. Populations 
of developing countries, however, commonly exhibit nuptiality patterns 
characterized by a still higher incidence and considerably younger age- 
pattern of marriage than even the earliest observed schedule from Eastern 
Europe' (Lesthaeghe 1971:415).
In this study an attempt is made to estimate the trends in proportions 
married, seasonality of marriages, age at first marriage, age difference 
between grooms and brides and socio-economic differentials of age at first 
marriage in rural Bangladesh over a period of five years from 1975 to 1979. 
Further, the age and sex pattern of divorce will be analyzed and the 
association of selected socio-economic factors with divorce will be 
investigated. Several simple hypotheses are adopted to compute probabilities 
of joint survival of husband and wife of widowhood, orphanhood and their 
implications for the family life cycle. This study also includes an 
investigation of sex pattern of remarriages and the waiting time between 
marriage dissolution and remarriage. The present study also presents limited 
data on the extent of polygynous marriages in rural Bangladesh.
1.2 Review of Relevant Literature
Marriage is universal in Bangladesh and virtually all reproduction 
occurs within marriage. The role of marriage as a determinent of fertility 
is an important topic in demographic research. Few studies, however, have 
been conducted so far in this area in Bangladesh. A case study of 'Fertility
levels and differentials in two Bengali villages' conducted by Aird (1956: 
176-230) analyzed the incidence of marriage, divorce and remarriage.
Probably this was the first study of its kind in Bangladesh. He estimated 
that 16.0 per cent of all ever married women in the two villages were 
currently or had been polygynously married. He found that the proportions 
of women married at ages 5-9 and 10-14 were 1.4 and 46.5 per cent, 
respectively. He also noted that in 1954 more than 98 per cent women were 
married by the age of 19 years. The mean and median ages at marriage 
calculated for males and females are shown in Table 1.1. Ahmed (1962:123-125) 
estimated the mean age at marriage for males and females from the population 
census of 1951. He also estimated the rates of divorce and widowhood.
In 1951 there were 206 divorcees and about 159 widows per 1000 ever married 
women in Bangladesh. Using Hajnal’s method of synthetic cohorts Sadiq 
(1965:229-247) estimated the mean age at marriage, frequencies and 
probabilities of marriage, the time-trend, and regional differences in mean 
ages at marriage from the 1921 to 1961 population censuses.
Muniruzzaman (1966:31-49) used data of the Demographic Survey in East 
Pakistan 1961-62 for the estimation of population by marital status, age 
and sex. The rural urban differentials in median age at first marriage of 
males and females and the extent of remarriage were presented in this study.
The age difference between husband and wife was estimated to be about 10 years 
for both urban and rural areas. Using the same survey, Obaidullah (1966:10-24) 
calculated the incidence of marriage and remarriage and the educational 
differentials in age at marriage for both urban and rural areas. He found 
a slightly higher age at marriage among the educated women. Afzal (1967:57-76) 
drew a sample from the 1961 census covering 2.2 per cent of urban and 0.05 
per cent of the rural population of Bangladesh (formerly East Pakistan).
From this sample data he estimated age specific fertility rates, total 
fertility rates, gross reproduction rates and mean age at marriage for rural
and urban women. He found that the overall fertility rates and the mean 
age at marriage of rural women in Bangladesh were inversely related.
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From the Population Growth Estimation (PGE, 1962-65) data, Alam 
(1968:489-498) used single-year age distribution by sex and marital status 
for the year 1964 to estimate the mean age at marriage for males and females 
of Pakistan (including Bangladesh). He used Hajnal's method with a slight 
modification to estimate mean age at marriage from single year age data. 
Sirageldin, Norris and Ahmed (1975:208) estimated median age at marriage 
from the National Impact Survey conducted during the 1968-69 oeriod. A study 
that collected information on marriage was the 1974 Bangladesh Retrospective 
Survey of Fertility and Mortality (BRSFM, 1977:56-65). The report presented 
an indirect estimation of average age at marriage, (using Hajnal's method), the 
percentage never married and ever married by age, sex and regions, 
percentages of widowed and divorced by age, sex and regions, and a first 
marriage model for Bangladesh women. The report also included an estimation 
of urban/rural differentials in all marital events. A case study of 'The 
Household Life Cycle and Economic Mobility in Rural Bangladesh' conducted 
between 1976-78 in a rural area of Bangladesh by Cain (1978:423) estimated 
the mean age at first marriage as 24.0 years for males and 16.0 years for 
females. Cain also found that the higher the age at marriage of males the 
larger is the age difference between husband and wife, which often leads to 
a wife becoming widowed at a young age.
A comprehensive national study on nuptiality and exposure to child­
bearing is represented by the Bangladesh Fertility Survey (BFS, 1978:47-108).
In this survey more information on marriage was collected than in any of 
the surveys conducted before. The survey included information on current 
marital status, whether marriage was consummated or not, number of times 
married, date of each marriage, age at marriage, reason and date of termination 
of marriage. The findings of the study indicate that there has been a
D .
g r a d u a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  a g e  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  o f  women i n  B a n g la d e s h .  The mean 
a g e  a t  m a r r i a g e  o f  women who m a r r i e d  i n  1947 was 1 1 . 4  y e a r s  and  i t  r o s e  t o  
1 4 .3  y e a r s  f o r  m a r r i a g e s  o f  1972 i n c r e a s i n g  f u r t h e r  by  1 9 7 6 .
R u z ic k a  and  Chowdhury ( 1 9 7 8 d : 1 5 -3 3 )  a n a l y z e d  t h e  m a r r i a g e  an d  d i v o r c e  
p a t t e r n s  i n  a r u r a l  a r e a  o f  B a n g la d e s h  b a s e d  on  r e g u l a r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  
m a r r i a g e s  and  d i v o r c e s  i n  t h e  D em o g rap h ic  S u r v e i l l a n c e  S y s te m  (D SS). T h e i r  
d a t a  c o v e r e d  t h e  y e a r s  1975 and  1 9 7 6 .  T hey  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  mean an d  m e d ia n  
a g e  a t  m a r r i a g e ,  mean d u r a t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  d i v o r c e e s  an d  t h e  w a i t i n g  
t i m e  b e tw e e n  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  an d  r e m a r r i a g e .  S h a h i d u l l a h  (1980) 
s t u d i e d  t h e  D i f f e r e n t i a l s  N u p t i a l i t y  P a t t e r n s  i n  B a n g la d e s h  u s i n g  t h e  
B a n g la d e s h  F e r t i l i t y  S u rv e y  (BFS) d a t a .  He e s t i m a t e d  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  
m a r r i e d ,  t h e  mean a n d  m e d ia n  ag e  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e ,  a v e r a g e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  
h u s b a n d  an d  w i f e  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  an d  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  o f  
ag e  a t  m a r r i a g e  f o r  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  a r e a s  i n  B a n g la d e s h .  He a l s o  e s t i m a t e d  
t h e  r a t e s  o f  d i v o r c e  a n d  widowhood i n  r u r a l  and  u r b a n  a r e a s .
The mean an d  m e d ia n  ag ®  a t  m a r r i a g e  f o r  m a le s  a n d  f e m a l e s  e s t i m a t e d  by  
t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  m e n t io n e d  ab o v e  a r e  shown i n  T a b l e  1 . 1 .  I t  i s  t o  b e  n o t e d  
t h a t  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  an a d e q u a t e  a n d  a c c u r a t e  v i t a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s y s te m ,  
a l l  t h e  s t u d i e s  ( e x c e p t  t h a t  b y  R u z ic k a  and  Chowdhury) e s t i m a t e d  r a t e s  from  
c e n s u s  d a t a  o r  f rom  s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  s a m p le  s u r v e y s ;  i n  m o s t  s t u d i e s  
H a j n a l ' s  t e c h n i q u e  was u s e d  f o r  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  ag e  a t  
m a r r i a g e .  T h i s  m e th o d  h a s  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  
when a g e  a t  m a r r i a g e  i s  c h a n g i n g .  A c c o rd in g  t o  Alam (1 9 6 8 :4 9 0 )  ' i n  u s i n g  
q u i n q u e n n i a l  ag e  g r o u p s ,  o n e  m u s t  a s su m e  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  ag e  o f  m a r r i a g e  o f  
p e r s o n s  i n  a n y  f i v e - y e a r  a g e  g ro u p  i s  a t  t h e  m i d p o i n t  o f  e a c h  g r o u p .  I f  a 
l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  y o u n g e r  q u i n q u e n n i a l  a g e  g r o u p s  m a r r y  
e i t h e r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  o r  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  q u i n q u e n n i a l  g r o u p .  H a j n a l ' s  m e th o d  
may, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  o v e r e s t i m a t e  o r  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  mean a g e  a t  m a r r i a g e ' .
I t  i s  t o  be  f u r t h e r  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  s t u d i e s  b a s e d  on a s a m p le ,  s m a l l  sam p le  
s i z e  may l e a d  t o  r a t h e r  w id e  random  f l u c t u a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s .  Some o f
the studies did not go beyond the estimation of mean and median age at 
marriage.
Table 1.1
Mean and Median Age at Marriage of Males and Females From 
Different Studies Conducted in Bangladesh During 
the period 1954-1978
Source
Year of Data 
Collection
Mean
Male
Age (Years) 
Female
Median
Male
Age (Year 
Female
Aird (1956) 1954 19.5 11.4 - 12.0
Ahmed (1962) 1951 *22.4 *14.3 - -
Sadiq (1965) 1961 22.7 13.8 - -
Muniruzzaman (1966) 1961-62 - - 22.1 12.8
Afzal (1967) 1961 - 14.9 - -
Alam (1968) 1964 *22.6 *14.9 - -
Sirageldin et al. (1975) 1968-69 - - - 13.2
BRSFM (1977) 1974 24.3 16.5 - -
Cain (1978) 1976-78 24.0 16.0 - -
BFS (1978) 1975-76 *24.0 *16.0 - -
Ruzicka and Chowdhury (1978d) 1975-76 24.4 16.7 - -
Shahidullah (1980) 1976 - 16.0 - 15.4
Note: *For both rural and urban areas.
No asterisk mark rural area only
1.3 Marriage and Divorce in Bangladesh
Marriage is the legal union of a man and a woman. The legality of such 
a union may be established by civil or religious codes or in other ways as 
may be socially recognised. In rural Bangladesh, a religious system of 
marriage is common. In Bangladesh a great majority of people (85.4 per cent) 
are Muslims, 13.5 per cent are Hindus and the remaining 1.1 per cent belong 
to other religions (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 1977:23). Islam, the
dominant religion of Bangladesh, ensures that social life begins with 
establishing a family through marriage. Rahman (1980:383-384) translated a 
verse (Sura al-Nesa) from the Holy Koran as 'Marry those among you who are 
single, or the virtuous ones among your slaves, male or female; if they 
are in poverty, God will give them means out of His Grace'. He further noted 
that the Prophet on an occasion remarked '... when a Muslim marries he 
perfects half of his religion, and he should practice righteousness to 
secure the remaining half'. The objective of marriage as stated by the 
Hindu sages, was dharma (religion), praja (progeny), kama (sex) (Kapadia, 
1966:30). Hence, marriage is an important religious duty as well as an 
important social institution; consequently, marriage is almost universal in 
Bangladesh.
In Islam, marriage is considered a sacred contract and formed by the 
consent of a man and a woman (Rahman, 1980:393). In contrast, Hindu marriage 
is a sacrament and irrevocable. The marriage cannot be dissolved until the 
death of either spouse and a surviving wife is supposed to be bound to her 
husband after his death (Kapadia, 1966:168). In Bangladesh, there are 
three main phases in the traditional form of marriage among both Muslims and 
Hindus. These are: (1) the proposal of marriage is initiated by the
bridegroom's side except in rare cases, (2) usually marriage is solmenised 
in the bride's house;, and (3) marriages are arranged by the father or guardians 
through relatives or ghataks (marriage brokers) except in rare cases.
According to Ruzicka and Chowdhury (1978d:24) only 5 per cent of all marriages 
registered during 1975 in a rural area of Bangladesh, Muslim and Hindu alike, 
were arranged by partners themselves. Usually the Muslim marriage ceremony 
is performed by the Kazi (authorised marriage priest). The consent to 
marriage is obtained from the groom directly and, in the case of the bride, 
it is communicated through her representative designated as ukil (pleader) 
along with two witnesses. According to the Muslim Family Law Ordinance of 
Pakistan (including Bangladesh) 1961, the marriages to be registered are
required to record the following information in Nikah Nama (registration
forms): (1) year of marriage, (2) name of the union/town committee, i.e.
the place of residence, (3) age of bride and groom, (4) marital status of 
the bride at the time of marriage, (5) amount of mehr (bride price) in takas,^
and (6) date of marriage according to the Arabic calendar (Afzal, Bean and 
Hussain, 1971:49). Concerning the mehr it is stated in the Koran that '... as 
the woman in marriage surrenders her person, so the man must also surrender 
brides some of his independence at least part of his property according to 
his means'. Mehr is the bride price, to be paid partly at the time of 
marriage solemnization with the balance treated as a compensation for the 
bride's personal sacrifice and only to be paid if divorce takes place 
(Ahmed and Chowdhury, 1981:78).
Another kind of marriage, gharjamai is also in practice in Bangladesh, 
mainly in rural areas, where the groom comes to live permanently in the 
father-in-law's house. In this type of marriage, most of the husbands are 
bound to return to their parental house if the wife dies (Aziz, 1979:57).
According to the Muslim Family Law Ordinance, 1961, the minimum age at 
marriage was fixed for females at 16 and for males at 21 years, amending the 
Sarda Act, 1929, where marriage under the age of 14 and 18 for females and 
males, respectively, was a criminal offence. Punishment in the form of a 
fine and/or imprisonment for the violation of the ordinance was also provided foi 
But as a matter of fact, no action has been taken for the contravention of 
the ordinance so far as minimum age at marriage is concerned, as it is 
difficult to challenge the stated age without vital registration or any 
legal documents to prove age (Ahmed and Chowdhury, 1981:78).
In Islamic law a man is prohibited from marrying 'his daughters, his 
sisters, his aunts on both his father's and mother's side, his brother's and 
sister's daughters and his son's wives'. He is prohibited from marrying
1 Bangladesh currency.
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both a woman and her daughter, and also a woman already lawfully married to 
another man. The Koran also prohibits marriage between persons who were 
reared at the breast of the same woman or between the woman and the man who 
has been suckled at her breast (Levy, 1957:104). Islam also imposes 
restrictions preventing a man from marrying his grandmother or step-mother 
(Aziz, 1979:59).
Marriage among Hindus is performed by a Brahmin (priest) according to 
Hindu rites. 'The main rites are: homa or offering in the sacred fire,
panigrahana or taking the hand of the bride, and saptapadi, the bride 
and bridegroom going seven steps together' (Kapadia, 1966:168). Hindus are 
divided into a number of castes and subcastes and preference is given to 
marriage within the specific subcaste to which both groom and bride belong 
(Aziz, 1979:40). Among Hindus nowadays a father or guardian of a girl 
often has to pay a large amount of money as a dowry to get a suitable groom.
In Bangladesh society marriage dissolutions are settled by the guardians. 
The '... social status, sense of social prestige and opinion of the samaj 
(society) are major factors in the stability of marriage' (BFS, 1978:47). 
Although divorce is not encouraged by the society it occurs, mainly due to 
adultery, infertility or incompatibility of husband and wife. Divorces 
are obtained in three ways (1) by reciprocal consent of husband and wife 
without referring the case to the court, (2) by a decree at the civil suit 
of the wife, and (3) by simply pronouncing the word talak three times in the 
presence of witnesses (Ahmed and Chowdhury, 1981:78).. After divorce a 
woman has to wait for a minimum of 90 days (3 menstrual periods) before 
she is allowed to remarry, whereas a man can remarry immediately after the 
divorce. Divorce by talak was, however, modified by the Muslim Family Law 
Ordinance in 1961, and according to this ordinance a husband must give 
notice to the Chairman of the Union Council (the lowest tier of local self­
government). The Chairman then tries for a reconciliation within 90 days
of the notice. The divorce will be effective after the 90 days if the 
reconciliation fails. If the man decides to bring back the divorced wife, 
she first must be married to another man for a minimum period of 3 months 
and then she must get a divorce from this husband to be able to remarry the 
previous husband, according to Islamic rites (Ahmed and Chowdhury, 1981:78)
11.
CHAPTER 2
GEOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS AND DATA SOURCES
*
2.1 Sources of Data
Since 1963 the International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, 
Bangladesh (ICDDR,B) (formerly the Cholera Research Laboratory) has been 
conducting a health oriented research programme and providing limited health 
services in Matlab thana (county), Comilla District, a rural area of Bangladesh. 
Matlab is located about 45 km southeast of Dacca, the capital of Bangladesh 
(Map 2.1) . The Demographic Surveillance System (DSS) is one of the components 
of this field programme. It has been maintaining a continued registration 
of births, deaths and migrations, in addition to occasional censuses, since 
1966. A census in 1974 enumerated a total population of 263,507 residing in 
228 villages. In 1975, the system was augmented to include marital unions 
and dissolutions in the study population. In 1978 the study area was 
reduced to 159 villages (Map 2.2) and the total population was estimated 
as 174,860 (as of 31 December, 1978).
A few simple questions about marriage history were asked in the 1974 
census. The questions asked of each individual of marriageable age, that is, 
males aged 15 years and older and females aged 10 years and older, were 
(1) whether presently married or not; (2) if married and a man, whether 
he had one or more wives; (3) whether he or she was separated from his/her 
spouse; and (4) the number of times he/she was divorced or widowed. As 
mentioned above, the registration of marriages (both first marriages and 
remarriages) and divorces was introduced in 1975. Comprehensive information 
collected during the first year included issue of the partner's previous 
marriage(s) if any; how the marriage was arranged; and desired family size. 
However, in the subsequent years the information asked was reduced. The 
information collected in the marital status registration forms since 1976 
included type of event (marriage, divorce), date of event, both partner's
12.
Map 2.1
Bangladesh Map Showing the Location of Matlab 
Demographic Surveillance System
MILES
Map 2.2
13 .
Matlab Area Map Showing Villages of Demographic 
Surveillance System
MILES
J Villages excluded: X
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age, sex, marital status prior to this event, duration of previous marital
status, education, and only for males, information about occupation
•%(Appendix A).
In this study, the registration of marriages and divorces data and 
results of the censuses from the Demographic Surveillance System are used.
A data tape containing marriages and divorces registered during the period 
1975 to 1979 was used for the analysis.
2.2 Method of Data Collection
A complete enumeration (census) of the population of the whole area 
was conducted in 1974. At the time of the census each individual was 
given an identification number and each household was given a folder (family 
visit card) listing the regular members of the household. This card has 
been used for the recording of subsequent events: births, deaths, migrations,
marriages and divorces. The field workers also record the dates of their 
visits on the card at the time of their surveillance rounds.
The demographic Surveillance System, as it operates now, is an 
independent four-tier system. At the village level, 110 female village 
workers (FVWs) who have a minimum of 7th grade education are responsible 
for detecting vital events. These FVWs visit each household twice a week 
to enquire about births, deaths, migrations, marriages and divorces and 
record these events in register books. Their work is checked by 12 male 
field assistants (FA's) who visit each household monthly and along with the 
FVWs check the completeness of the registration and record vital events on 
standard registration forms. Each field unit comprises 15,000 population 
(about 3,000 households) and is covered by one field assistant. The FA's 
work is supervised by a senior field assistant (SFA) who visits each 
household at least three times a year. The demographic surveillance 
supervisor and his two assistants supervise all these workers in turn and 
randomly check the quality and completeness of the field work.
Note: The details of field operating procedures from 1963 to early 1977 
were reported in volume one by Ruzicka and Chowdhury (1978a).
The FA's visit the Matlab field station every two weeks to deliver the 
accumulated registration forms and to review all forms for corrections and
completeness; they then match the events with the respective census forms. 
Errors are corrected immediately after detection by referring to previous 
records or the census schedule. Later, two coding clerks review the work 
of the FA's and transfer the registration data into the census volumes of 
the field station. The forms which cannot be corrected directly are 
returned to the FA's for further field verification. The completed and 
checked forms are then despatched to the Data Management Branch, Dacca 
for coding and processing.
To minimise omissions or duplications of the registered events, a 
computer print-out is returned to the Matlab field station for further 
verification. By a consecutive numbering system of the registration forms 
omissions or duplications are detected and corrected. After this a final 
data file is generated by computer.
2.3 Socio-Economic and Demographic Characteristics of the Study Population
The population of the DSS area is comparatively homogenous consisting of 
native Bangladeshis. Of the total population, 88 per cent are Muslims and 
almost all the rest are Hindus. According to the 1974 census, the 
total population was 263,507 of which 134,427 were males and 129,080 females, 
yielding a sex ratio of 104.1 males per 100 females (Ruzicka and Chowdhury, 
1978b:9). This sex ratio is somewhat lower than the 106.0 reported
by the national census 1974 (Bureau of Statistics, 1977:10). Of the 
population aged 5 years or over, 30 per cent were literate. Of literate
males aged 15 years and more 41 per cent had completed four years of 
schooling, in contrast to 16 per cent of literate females aged 15 years 
and more. The main economic activity is agriculture. Rice and fish are 
staple foods.
The population of the study area is very young; 47 per cent are under 
the age of 15 years and 29 per cent are 15-34 years of age. Two out of
five women are in the prime child bearing ages (15-34) years. The 
fertility continues to be high and mortality is high to moderate and 
declining. The dependency ratio of 102 is lower than the 
105 in the national census of 1974 (Ruzicka and Chowdhury, 1978b:13).
The population density was 780 per square km in 1974; however, it increases 
during the monsoon when most of the land is submerged by flood water.
A household consists of about 6 persons on average, living in homes 
typically built of earthen floors, jute-stick walls, and provided with 
thatched roofs. Wealthy families use bamboo, wooden, or corrugated iron 
sheets as walls and corrugated iron sheets for roofs. Brick walls with 
corrugated iron sheet roofs are rare in rural Bangladesh. Usually several 
patrilineally-related households are grouped around a common courtyard.
These households are called baris. Each household on average owns about 
0.7 acres of land. However, landholding distribution is skewed and about 
18 per cent of the household own 47 per cent of land; on the other hand,
18 per cent are absolutely landless.
CHAPTER 3
MARRIAGE
3.1 Introduction
Age at marriage is one of the important factors in demography as it
is directly related to fertility in many societies. Through fertility
age at marriage has an important effect on the rate of population growth,
especially in a society where contraception is not generally practised
and where births do not occur outside marriage (Coale and Tye, 1961:631-46).
As the upper age limit of the fecund period is biologically determined,
in many societies age at marriage is the main factor affecting the potential
reproductive span of women. It has been estimated in the Mysore Population
study that if a woman married after 18 years of age her overall fertility
*would decline by about 10 per cent (United Nations, 1961:118). Others 
have shown that age at marriage has an inverse relationship with fertility 
(Shryock and Siegal, 1975:562). For the same duration of marriage, 
early age at first marriage for women tends to have the highest impact 
on fertility. Across societies early age at marriage and a higher 
proportion of married women result in high child/woman ratios (Sadiq,
1965 : 244) .
In this chapter the age and sex pattern of first marriage, seasonality 
of marriage and socio-economic differentials of age at first marriage in a 
rural area of Bangladesh will be presented.
* This calculation was, however, based on the assumption that the women 
who would postpone marriage to age 18 and over would follow the actual 
child bearing pattern observed by the survey for women of those ages. 
Later marriage, however, is associated with better education and'often 
with smaller family norms. Hence, the assumption may not hold in 
practice.
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3.2 Trends in Proportions Married
Marriage is virtually universal for both males and females in 
Bangladesh, and it occurs at an earlier age for females than for males 
(Hong, 1980:42). The proportions of never married, married, widowed 
and divorced men and women recorded at two points in time in the study 
area (i.e. 1974 and 1978) are shown in Tables 3.1 and 3.2. A postponement 
of marriages among younger women is noticed in the age pattern of never 
married. In 1974, the proportion single was 39.4 per cent for women aged 
15-19 and 2.7 per cent for those aged 20-24. The two proportions increased 
to 53.8 and 6.7 per cent respectively in 1978. In the 30-34 years age 
group 96.3 per cent of males were ever married in 1974 but almost all 
females were married (97.3 per cent) while 10 years younger; virtually the 
same pattern prevailed in 1978. It is evident that before reaching the age 
of 30 years practically all women were ever married in both census years. 
However, some change in the marital status composition can be observed, in 
particular, among the 15-19 age group in the case of females and, to a 
lesser extent, among the 15-19 and 20-24 age groups of males. These 
changes may have been brought about by the deteriorating economic situation 
in rural Bangladesh. So far the postponement of marriage has not been large 
enough to have a pronounced impact on fertility.
3.3 Seasonality of Marriages
The number of marriages registered in the demographic surveillance 
(DSS) area for the five-year period from 1975 to 1979 is presented in 
Table 3.3 by month of marriage. The distribution of marriages shows a
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marked seasonal variation. Adopting the approximate expression for the 
standard deviation of the seasonal index
_ 100 \/observed number of marriages
Expected number of marriages
and allowing for a monthly average of between 230 and 390 marriages 
(recorded in 1975 and 1976 respectively) it appears reasonable to discard 
fluctuations within the range of ± 10.0 points as not significant. Hence, 
in the 1976-1979 period, the first seasonal peak appears to be in February- 
March followed by a second peak in June (observed in 1975-1977 and in 1979). 
Apart from this, there were seasonal fluctuations in the individual years 
of a slightly different pattern: for instance, in 1975 the highest monthly
number of marriages was concentrated in December and in 1976 the secondary 
summer peak extended over three months (July and August in addition to 
June) and the highest peak was, once again, in December. In 1978, the 
summer peak moved from June to July and an additional peak emerged in 
November. The seasonality of marriages as well as its irregularities are 
probably related to both economic factors and climate. The rural economy 
of Bangladesh is mainly agriculture-based. Jute, Aman, Aus, and IRRI rice 
are the major cash crops of Bangladesh, Aman rice is harvested in October 
and November (Autumn), and Jute, Aus, and IRRI rice in the summer months 
of June, July and August. Hence, the first seasonal peak of marriages 
follows the autumn harvest season, the second peak coincides with the 
summer harvest. In January, April, September and October the number of 
marriages stood far below the annual average in most years. The seasonal 
pattern of 1975 was distorted to some extent by the 1974/1975 famine 
(Ruzicka and Chowdhury, 1978d:20). The total number of marriages in 1975 
was less than half that of the following year 1976. Delayed onset of the 
monsoon or its prolonged duration causing disruptions to the pattern of 
life in the villages may also be a cause of the irregularities in marriage
seasonality.
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3•4 Previous Marital Status at Marriage
In each successive year since 1975 an increasing proportion of brides 
and grooms were previously never married, but the increase is considerably 
greater for males than for females (Table 3.4). For example, of the 
marriages registered in 1975 , 67.2 per cent of males as against 81.3 per cent 
of females had never been previously married. By 1979 the proportion of 
brides who were previously never married reaches 83.7 per cent, but the 
proportion of males previously never married approaches three-quarters.
The exceptional conditions of the year 1975 may have been the cause of that: 
among the males who married during the year of depression and food shortage 
divorced and widowed ones were represented more heavily than in the 
subsequent 'normal' years.
Table 3.4
Percentage of Grooms and Brides Who Were Never Married 
Prior to This Event, 1975-1979
Year Grooms Never Married Brides Never Married
N * *Per Cent N ★ ★Per Cent
1975 (2794) 67.2 (2794) 81.3
1976 (4727) 73.0 (4727) 82.9
1977 (3843) 71.4 (3843) 80.7
1978* (3054) 74.6 (3054) 83.5
1979* (3266) 74.6 (3266) 83.7
* Reduced area of DSS 
** Per cent of all grooms/brides
3.5 Average Age at First Marriage
The mean and median ages at first marriage are a useful summary measure 
for comparing the timing of first marriages (Shryock and Siegel,
1975:562). In most countries with inadequate registration of marriages,
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such information can be obtained only indirectly by Hajnal's method 
(1953:111-136) which has limitations, in particular in a situation when 
age at marriage is changing. The advantage of the DSS data is that it 
allows the computation of the average age at marriage directly from the 
marriage records. The central values of age at marriage (mean and median) 
of males and females derived from the data collected in the DSS area are 
set out in Table 3.5. The data show that the central values of the age at 
marriage of grooms were not significantly different from year to year.
The mean age at first marriage of females in the study area increased by 
almost one year from 16.0 years in 1975 to 16.9 years in 1979. An upward 
trend in the age at first marriage of the brides was noticeable throughout 
the whole period from 1975 to 1979. A similar trend is found if the median
is used as the central value. As first marriages occur less often among 
persons of advanced ages than among the young, the distribution of marriages 
is skewed and hence the mean age at marriage is greater than the median age 
(Shryock and Siegel, 1975:562-63). In our data this applies to females but 
not to males. The difference between the two measures of central tendency 
was, however, only marginal. The standard deviation of the distribution of 
male ages at first marriage was almost twice that of females. It suggests 
that the age at first marriage of females varies within a considerably 
narrower range than that of males. In rural Bangladesh, there is a strong 
belief that a girl aged 20 is already 'too old to marry'.
3.6 Age Difference Between Grooms and Brides at First Marriage
The age difference between groom and bride is a social rather than 
a demographic variable (McDonald and Abdurahman, 1974:14). A wide range 
of age differences between grooms and brides exists in rural Bangladesh. 
Usually a Bangladeshi man likes to marry a girl who is five to ten years 
younger than himself and this has been the practice in both rural and 
urban areas (Ahmed and Chowdhury, 1981:93). Bangladesh shares with
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India a higher female than male mortality at most ages. Krishnamoorthy 
(1977:182-192) studied the effect of the disequilibrium in the sex ratio 
on the age difference between groom and bride. He concluded that small 
changes in the sex ratio in a society do not affect the proportions never 
married, 'since by changing the age difference between bride and groom 
suitably every individual in that society can get a marriage partner'
(ibid: 188).
Table 3.6 shows mean age difference between grooms and brides in the 
first marriages of 1975 to 1979. The difference averaged between 7 and 8 
years during this period. It is noticeable that it was lowest for grooms 
in the 'under 20' age group and increased gradually to over 20 years for 
grooms aged 40 and over. In the rural areas of Bangladesh many well-to-do 
older men often tend to marry very young brides. In Bangladeshi society 
parents and guardians are almost always responsible for arranging the 
marriages of their daughters and sons (Ruzicka and Chowdhury, 1978d:24). 
Even today, unmarried daughters of marriageable age are thought to be a 
great burden for the parents. If the parents cannot arrange a marriage 
for their daughter in good time they become worried. With no other 
alternative (often because of lack of money to provide an adequate dowry) 
a father may have to arrange a marriage for his young daughter with a
off man even if he is of a rather advanced age. This problem was 
especially prevalent in low income families but this may have changed to 
some extent (Abedin, 1975:61). It appears from our table that there is 
a decline trend in the age difference between grooms and brides, 
especially if the groom is less than 35 years of age.
The mean age difference of groom and bride at first marriage for each 
age group is shown separately in Table 3.7. It appears that the 
difference is significantly lower in the under 20 age group for males and 
in the under 16 and 16-18 age groups for females. Because of truncation,
Table 3.5
Mean and Median Age at First Marriage of Grooms and Brides,
1975-1979
Grooms BridesYear ---------------------------------  --------------------
N Mean S .D. Median N Mean S ,D. Median
1975 (1871) 24.4 3.91 24.8 (2271) 16.0 1.97 15.9
1976 (3450) 24.2 3.84 24.2 (3917) 16.2 2.03 16.0
1977 (2745) 23.9 3.76 24.3 (3102) 16.4 1.96 16.3
1978 (2277) 24.1 3.73 24.3 (2550) 16.7 2.15 16.4
1979 (2435) 24.0 3.69 24.2 (2733) 16.9 2.13 16.7
Table 3.6
Mean Age Difference (Years) Between the Grooms and Brides 
at First Marriage, 1975-1979
Groom's Age 
at First Brides Younger (on average) Years
Marriage N 1975 N 1976 N 1977 N 1978 N 1979
<20 (233) 2.7 (433) 2.3 (375) 2.2 (213) 2.3 (258) 2.1
20-24 (610) 6.3 (1400) 6.1 (1061) 5.9 (985) 5.4 (1017) 5.4
25-29 (851) 10.1 (1356) 9.8 (1129) 9.4 (898) 9.2 (981) 8.9
30-34 (157) 13.8 (233) 13.3 (159) 13.7 (160) 13.4 (162) 12.7
35-39 (16) 17.6 (25) 16.3 (17) 16.8 (21) 17.0 (15) 17.3
40-49 (4) 23.8 (3) 28.3 (4) 14.3 - - (2) 25.0
All
Grooms (1871) 8.4 (3450) 7.7 (2745) 7.4 (2277) 7.3 (2435) 7.1
the difference is actually reversed in the few marriages of 19-20 and 
21-24 year old females marrying grooms under 20 years of age. To what 
extent such exceptions are due to age misreporting is impossible to say. 
Looking at the age difference from the bride's age at first marriage, it 
appears that the youngest brides are likely to marry grooms more than 
8 years older than themselves; for the older brides (21-24) the age 
difference typically narrows to, on average, just over 4 years.
There is a social stigma against marrying older girls in Bangladesh 
as mentioned earlier. The other reason for early marriage is the importance 
given to chastity of the bride. A girl generally reaches puberty at about 
the age of 12 years. It is believed that a girl remains chaste only if she is 
married soon after that (Maloney, Aziz and Sarker, 1981:84).
Table 3.7
Age at First Marriage of Both Husband and Wife and the 
Average Difference of Age Between Husband and Wife, 1975-1979
Husband1s 
Age
Wife 1s Age
<16 16-:18 19-20 21-24 25 + Total
N Diff. N Diff. N Diff. N Diff. N Diff. N Diff.
<20 (709) 3.9 (616) 1.5 (77) -1.2 (18)-3.5 - - (1420) 2.4
20-24 (1632) 7.7 (2683) 5.4 (335) 2.9 (89) 0.8 (1) -6.0 (4740) 5 .9
25-29 (1305) 11.9 (2765) 9.5 (611) 7.0 (199) 5.1 (7) 1.6 (4887) 9.6
30-34 (153) 16.0 (447) 14.1 (116) 11.4 (59) 8.9 (9) 5.3 (784) 13.6
35-39 (5) 21.6 (47) 19.2 (12) 15.8 (13)12.5 (3) 7.3 (80) 17.3
40 + - - (6) 27.8 (2) 21.0 - - - (8) 26.1
All (3804) 8.8 (6564) 7.5 (1153) 5.8 (378) 4.5 (20) 3.8(11919) 7.6
3.7 Socio-Economic Differentials of Age at First Marriage
Persons who belong to different socio-economic groups have different
*ages at marriage in almost all societies (Bogue, 1969:642).
As education increases the age at marriage rises for both grooms and brides. 
In Bangladesh education has been found to be correlated with age at marriage 
of women in the younger age group 10-24; the lower the level of education 
the higher the proportion married (Ahmed and Chowdhury, 1981:91). Studies 
that provide information about socio-economic differentials in the age at 
marriage are few, however, largely because of the lack of adequate data.
The International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,B) 
demographic surveillance system collects limited information on groom's 
occupation which provides an opportunity to study whether a relationship 
exists between socio-economic status and age at marriage. Information on 
education of both groom and bride is also on record.
The mean and median ages at first marriage of men and women in the 
different educational categories are presented in Table 3.8. Relatively 
early age at marriage prevails among all women except those who had more 
than primary education. Among the women in other categories (no formal 
education, maktab-Koranic school only, 1-5 years of primary school) there 
was no marked difference in average age at first marriage. However, even 
between these women and those with six or more years of formal schooling 
the difference in the age at first marriage was only 0.5 years. An 
encouraging sign of change is noticeable in our data set, namely the 
gradual increase in the average age at first marriage between 1975 and 1979 
from 15.9 to 16.8 years (maktab and 1-5 years of primary school) or to 
17.1 years (no formal education). Similarly, for women with six or more 
years of formal schooling, the average age rose from 16.4 to 17.4 years 
in the five-year time period.
As far as males are concerned, two aspects of the age at first marriage 
are important to note: first, the increase in age at first marriage with
Table 3.8
Mean and Median Age at First Marriage of Grooms 
and Brides by Education, 1975-1979
Education of Grooms Brides
Grooms and ---------------------------------- - - — --
Brides N Mean S .D. Median N Mean S.D. Median
1975
None (No schooling) (561) 23.6 4.16 23.9 (780) 15.9 1.88 15.8
Maktab (Koranic 
education) (115) 23.6 3.70 24.0 (447) 15.9 1.91 15.8
Primary (1-5) (389) 23.9 3.80 24.6 (678) 15.9 2.12 15.9
Secondary and 
above (6+) (806) 25.3 3.64 25.3 (366) 16.4 1.88 16.2
1976
None (No schooling) (1286) 23.0 3.88 23.1 (1604) 16.0 2.02 15.9
Maktab (Koranic 
education) (317) 23.7 3.74 23.8 (871) 16.3 2.00 16.1
Primary (1-5) (647) 23.8 3.66 24.1 (965) 16.0 2.01 15.8
Secondary and 
above (6+) (1200) 24.9 3.70 25.0 (477) 16.8 2.05 16.4
1977
None (No schooling) (893) 22.9 3.76 22.0 (1095) 16.3 1.90 16.2
Maktab (Koranic 
education) (382) 23.5 3.98 23.7 (898) 16.4 2.00 16.3
Primary (1-5) (520) 23.8 3.62 24.1 (744) 16.3 1.96 16.2
Secondary and 
above (6+) (950) 25.0 3.46 25.0 (365) 17.0 2.03 16.6
1978
None (No schooling) (667) 23.1 3.60 23.3 (798) 16.7 2.34 16.4
Maktab (Koranic 
education) (437) 23.3 3.75 22.9 (896) 16.6 2.02 16.4
Primary (1-5) (392) 23.8 3.65 23.9 (574) 16.8 2.06 16.4
Secondary and 
above (6+) (781) 25.5 3.45 25.3 (282) 17.2 2.07 16.9
19 79
None (No schooling) (655) 23.3 3.45 23.3 (776) 17.1 2.28 16.9
Maktab (Koranic 
education) (661) 23.7 3.75 23.5 (1135) 16.8 2.02 16.5
Primary (1-5) (411) 23.8 3.52 24.1 (562) 16.8 2.05 16.6
Secondary and 
above (6+) (708) 25.3 3.66 25.2 (260) 17.4 2.26 17.1
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rising education; from about 22.9 years (no schooling) to 24.9 years (six 
or more years of formal education). Second, there was no marked trend 
towards older marriage; unlike that for brides, the age of first marriage 
of grooms remained rather stable.
Table 3.9 shows the age and education pattern of both husband and 
wife. For females in each age group a strong concentration of marriage 
partners of a similar educational level is evident only at the lower levels 
of education. For example, the proportion of grooms with no education 
marrying brides with no education ranged from 70 to 77 per cent; for those 
with religious Koranic education (Maktab) from 83 to 89 per cent. At 
somewhat higher educational levels of husbands the concentration was 
considerably weaker. Grooms with some elementary education were only 
marginally more likely to marry brides of similar educational level than 
those with religious or no education. Because of the association between 
age and educational level, grooms with six and more years of schooling would 
increasingly marry brides of a similar level if they married older girls 
(19 years of age and over). Where they choose to marry a younger girl, the 
chances were that the bride would be less educated. Age at first marriage 
of both husband and wife by their education are shown in Appendix B.
Clearly the marriages where a wife would be better educated than the 
husband were very rare indeed in the rural area of Bangladesh in the early 
1970s and, most probably, before then as well.
Standard of living and attitudes are likely to differ according to the 
occupational status of males in rural Bangladesh. The social status of 
brides is closely related not only to that of their parents but also to 
the husband's occupation (Shahidullah, 1980:53). This may be a factor in 
the parents' decision when choosing a suitable groom for their daughter.
The mean or median age at first marriage of grooms and brides by occupation 
of the groom is shown in Table 3.10. in the case of males, a higher age
at first marriage is found for those with service and business occupations
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than for the other occupational groups in the period 1975 to 1979.
Farmers owning land were generally somewhat older at first marriage than
*
farm labourers, the latter showing the lowest average age at marriage of 
all occupational categories. Business or service men seem to have a 
tendency to marry somewhat older brides than the other occupational groups 
but the difference was only marginal. There was a gradual increase in 
age at first marriage of women in the five-year period since 1975, 
irrespective of the husband's occupation. The increased age of women is 
most noticeable in the years 1978 and 1979 (Appendix B.l).
Table 3.10
Mean and Median Age at First Marriage of Grooms and Brides 
by Occupation of Grooms (Current) r 1975-1979
Occupation of Grooms Grooms * Brides*
N Mean S.D. Median N Mean S .D. Median
Farming (own land) (4807) 23.4 3.89 23.5 (5458) 16.0 2.00 15.9
23.8 4.02 24.0 17.0 2.02 16.3
Farm Labourer (674) 22.2 3.53 22.0 (814) 15.7 1,78 15.8
22.9 3.96 22.4 16.8 2.13 16.7
Non-Agricultural
Labourer^ (2758) 23.4 3.58 23.7 (3304) 16.1 1.77 16.0
23.9 4.02 24.3 17.0 2.16 16.7
Service4 (2208) 26.0 3.53 25.7 (2436) 16.0 1.98 15.9
25.3 3.60 25.4 17.1 2.12 16.8
Business (1635) 24.2 3.58 24.4 (1841) 16.0 2.31 15.8
25.3 3.63 25.2 17.2 2.28 17.1
Others^ (696) 23.0 3.40 22.5 (720) 15.9 1.92 15.9
23.8 3.31 24.3 16.6 2.75 16.1
Note: * ml_The range of annual values observed in 1975 to 1979.
Industrial worker, daily labourer, potter, carpenter, barber, 
washerman, goldsmith, fisherman, boatman.
Includes service and professional
Not gainfully employed (student), unknown, others not classified 
among the occupational groups.
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CHAPTER 4
DIVORCE
4 .1  I n t r o d u c t i o n
D iv o r c e  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  m a r r i a g e  d i s s o l u t i o n  b r i n g s  w i t h
i t  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  p e r i o d  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n .  By how much t h e
r e p r o d u c t i v e  l i f e  s p a n  w i l l  b e  s h o r t e n e d  d e p e n d s  on how l o n g  t h e  d i v o r c e d
woman r e m a in s  i n  t h e  d i v o r c e d  s t a t e  an d  on t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  h e r  r e m a r r i a g e .
I n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  d i v o r c e s  o c c u r  a t  y o u n g e r  a g e s ,  a n d ,
h e n c e ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t im e  l o s t  i n  t h e  d i v o r c e d  s t a t e  may c o n s i d e r a b l y  a f f e c t
f e r t i l i t y .  A c c o rd in g  t o  S h ry o c k  a n d  S i e g e l  (1 9 7 5 :5 6 9 )  d i v o r c e  s t a t i s t i c s
c a n  b e  a p p l i e d  i n d i r e c t l y  i n  f e r t i l i t y  a n a l y s i s .  They n o t e d  t h a t  d i v o r c e
s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  u s e f u l  t o  a n a l y s e  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  num ber o f  c o u p l e s  m a r r i e d ,
t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  u n r e l a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  h o u s e h o l d s  an d  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n g e
i n  f a m i l i e s .  T hey  a l s o  m e n t io n e d  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l  a n d  t r e n d  o f  d i v o r c e  i s
l i n k e d  w i t h  f u t u r e  m i g r a t i o n  a n d  m o r t a l i t y .  A t w ha t  d u r a t i o n  d i v o r c e
t e r m i n a t e d  t h e  m a r r i a g e  h a s  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  d e m o g ra p h ic  and  s o c i o l o g i c a l
i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  a s  i t  m e a s u r e s  t h e  l i f e  t i m e  o f  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  a s  u n i t s .
4 . 2  P r o p o r t i o n s  D iv o rc e d
M a r r i a g e  d i s s o l u t i o n  due  t o  d i v o r c e  i s  f r e q u e n t  i n  B a n g la d e s h  (R u z ic k a  
and  Chow dhury, 1 9 7 8 d : 1 8 ) .  D iv o rc e  i s  c l a i m e d  t o  b e  m ore  f r e q u e n t  among 
g i r l s  who m a r r i e d  a t  an e a r l y  a g e  t h a n  among t h o s e  m a r r y in g  l a t e r ;  i t  
o f t e n  o c c u r s  w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  few y e a r s  o f  m a r r i a g e  (BFS, 1 9 7 8 : 5 5 - 5 6 ) .
The a n n u a l  num ber o f  d i v o r c e s  among t h e  M u slim s  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  DSS 
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  1975 t o  1979 f l u c t u a t e d  b e tw e e n  509 ( i n  1978) and 
782 ( i n  1 9 7 7 ) .  D i v o r c e s  among H in d u s  w e re  v e r y  r a r e ;  o n l y  21 d i v o r c e s  
o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w h o le  f i v e  y e a r  p e r i o d  (T a b le  4 . 1 ) .  I n  1975 t h e r e  
w e re  2 6 .4  d i v o r c e s  p e r  100 m a r r i a g e s  among t h e  M uslim s  a s  a g a i n s t  2 .6  
d i v o r c e s  among t h e  H in d u s .  The r a t i o  d ro p p e d  s t e e p l y  t o  1 4 .5  and 0 .6  
among t h e  M uslim s an d  H indus  r e s p e c t i v e l y  i n  1 9 7 6 ,  and  f l u c t u a t e d  w i t h i n
a narrow range of 22.6 to 18.7 among the former and 0.3 to 1.7 among the 
latter during the remaining three years of the period reviewed here.
Divorces of a given year, however, usually do not affect marriages 
of the same year. Hence, the ratio of divorces to marriages in any given 
year may be a misrepresentation of the actual propensity of marriages to 
break down. In our data series this may have occurred in 1975 and 1976.
In 1975 the number of marriages was exceptionally small because of the 
disruption to life by the 1974/75 famine and its aftermath. Hence, the 
divorce ratio overstates the propensity of marriages to a breakdown (most 
of the divorces of 1975 were of marriages solmenized in the years prior 
to 1975). In 1976, when conditions returned to normal, the number of marriages 
increased (partly as a compensation for deferred marriages of the previous 
year) and, with the number of divorces almost the same as in 1975 the 
divorce/marriage ratio dropped suddenly. To derive an unbiased index of 
the propensity of marriages to end in divorce we shall follow a marriage 
cohort (marriages registered in a given year) over time and relate the 
registered divorces by marriage duration to the apporpriate marriage 
cohort.
The DSS data make this method of estimation possible as the records 
show clearly the duration of the marriages ending in divorce in months.
However, there are some limitations to this method. Some of the divorces 
registered in the DSS are of marriages that occurred outside the DSS 
area (if, for instance, the couple moved subsequently into the registration 
area). Conversely, some of the marriages registered in the DSS area may 
have been dissolved by divorce outside the area (if, for instance, the 
couple changed residence and migrated out after marriage). As our data 
cover only a period of five years, it is likely that such events are rare 
and by and large compensate for each other (except, perhaps, in 1975 - the 
year of famine) with a net effect not unduly distorting the index.
This and subsequent analysis will be shown for the total 
population (as mentioned earlier, divorce among Hindus was very
rare for cultural and religious reasons). For the methodology see the Lexis
diagram and equations used in Appendix C and C.l.
*
Table 4.1
Ratio of Divorces per 100 Marriages, 1975-1979
Year
Muslims Hindus
Number of 
Divorces
Ratio Number of 
Divorces
Ratio
1975 (676) 26.4 (6) 2.6
1976 (636) 14.5 (2) 0.6
1977 (782) 22.6 (1) 0.3
1978 (509) 18.7 (5) 1.5
1979 (547) 19.2 (7) 1.7
1975-1979 (3150) 19.7 (21) 1.2
Table 4.2 shows for males and females the proportion of marriages 
registered during the period 1975 to 1978 terminated by divorce within a 
given duration. It appears from the cohort table that for the marriages 
of 1975, the divorce rate at the completion of the 5th month of married 
life was 26.9 per 1000; in each subsequent 6 monthly period, the 
proportion (out of 1000) of the original marriages dissolved by divorce 
was 38.3 (6-11 months) 35.1 (12-17 months), 20.3 (18-23 months), 19.6 
(24-29 months), 14.0 (30-35 months), 15.5 (36-41 months) and 5.0 (42-47 
months). The highest propensity for a marriage to break down was thus 
before the end of the first year after marriage (6-llth month). Thereafter 
the propensity gradually declined.
There does not appear to be much change in these proportions over 
time. Because of comparatively small numbers and the possibility of biases 
alluded to earlier, fluctuations in the proportions of marriages divorced
at a given duration can be expected.
By and  l a r g e ,  i t  can  b e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  i n  r u r a l  B a n g l a d e s h  a b o u t  
o n e  o u t  o f  15 m a r r i a g e s  o f  a  g i v e n  y e a r  i s  d i s s o l v e d  b y  d i v o r c e  b e f o r e  
t h e  en d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  a f t e r  m a r r i a g e ,  c l o s e  t o  o n e  o u t  o f  8 o r  10 
by t h e  end  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r ,  a b o u t  o n e  o u t  o f  6 o r  8 by  t h e  end  o f  
t h e  t h i r d  y e a r ,  a n d  a l m o s t  1 o u t  o f  6 m a r r i a g e s  w ould  n o t  s u r v i v e  i n t a c t  
f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  m a r r i a g e .
I f  o u r  d a t a  w e re  p e r f e c t ,  t h e  d i v o r c e  r a t e s  f o r  m a r r i a g e  c o h o r t s  
w o u ld  b e  i d e n t i c a l  f o r  m a le s  and  f e m a l e s  a s  m a r r i a g e  d i s s o l u t i o n  a f f e c t s  
a  c o u p l e  b u t ,  a s  m e n t io n e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  i m p e r f e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  d a t a .  I t  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e a s s u r i n g  
t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  tv/o s e t s  o f  m a r r i a g e  c o h o r t  d i v o r c e  r a t e s  
a r e  o n l y  m a r g i n a l ,  i n  m o s t  i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  o r d e r  o f  l e s s  t h a n  2 /1 0 0 0 .
T a b l e  4 . 2
C u m u la t iv e  P r o p o r t i o n  D iv o r c e d  a t  M a r r i a g e  D u r a t i o n  
(o u t  o f  1000 M a r r i a g e s )
M a r r i a g e D u r a t i o n (M onths) M a le s
M a r r i a g e
C o h o r t 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48
1975 2 6 .9 6 5 .2 1 0 0 .3 1 2 0 .6 1 4 0 .2 1 5 4 .2 1 6 9 .7 1 7 4 .7
1976 2 5 . 0 5 2 .4 8 1 .4 9 5 .4 1 0 9 .8 1 2 0 .5
1977 3 2 .6 6 2 .9 9 5 .1 1 1 5 .3
1978 3 6 .5 6 7 .6
F e m a le s
1975 2 7 .3 6 5 . 2 1 0 1 .0 1 2 1 .3 1 4 0 .4 1 5 4 .5 1 6 9 .4 1 7 4 .4
1976 2 6 . 1 5 3 .3 8 2 .3 9 6 .2 1 1 0 .2 1 2 1 .2
1977 3 4 .6 6 3 . 8 9 6 .9 1 1 6 .8 ...
19 78 3 7 .8 6 8 . 6
T a b l e  4 . 3  show s w h a t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  m a l e s  w e re  d i v o r c e d ,  o f  t h e  
m a r r i a g e s  r e g i s t e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  1975 t o  1979 a c c o r d i n g  t o  ag e  a t  
m a r r i a g e  an d  t h e  d u r a t i o n  b e tw e e n  m a r r i a g e  an d  d i v o r c e .  M a le s  who w e re  
a g e d  l e s s  t h a n  25 y e a r s  a t  m a r r i a g e  d i v o r c e d  t h e i r  w iv e s  w i t h i n  tw o  y e a r s
of marriage duration considerably more often than those aged 25^34 years.
The proportions divorced after 3 to 4 years of marriage also seemed to be higher 
among the males aged less than 25 years at marriage than among males aged 
25-34 and 35 years or older. However, older husbands divorced wives within 
a short span of less than 6 to 18 months substantially more often than the 
other two groups. It is evident that if a man marries at a very young age 
or at an older age he was more likely to divorce his wife than if married
at middle age. It also appears from the cohort table that the marriages
of 1975 were dissolved by divorce somewhat faster than the later marriage 
cohorts
Cohort Table 4.4 provides information on females who were married 
during the period 1975 to 1979 and whose marriage ended in divorce, 
according to their age at marriage and marriage duration. The trend of 
divorced females is somewhat similar to that of males as mentioned earlier. 
Divorces were more prominent among females married at an early age (less than 
17 years) or at a later age (20 years or over). The proportions divorced 
seemed to be lower among females aged 17 to 19 years, except for a duration 
of less than 6 months for the marriages of 1975. The rate of divorce at 
the completion of 6 months of married life was 23.2, 25.3 and 49.6 per
1000 marriages if the wife was under 17, 17 to 19 or 20 years of age at
marriage respectively. A graphical presentation of age, sex and duration 
specific cohort divorce rates for the marriage cohort 1975 is shown in 
Figure 4.1.
4.3 Age and Sex Pattern of Divorce
It is evident from the preceding section that in rural Bangladesh most 
of the divorces occur among young couples. From the 1978 census returns 
which set out age distribution of the population by age and marital status 
it is possible to calculate annual age-specific divorce rates, taking the 
1978-1979 (annual average) number of divorces and 1978 census population 
returned as currently married.
Table 4.3
Cumulative Proportion of Divorced Males by Age at Marriage 
and Marriage Duration (per 1000 Marriages)
Completed Marriage Duration (Months) Males 
Age at Marriage --------------------------------------------------
Marriage Cohort 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48
<25 1975 22.5 61.2 115.1 143.3 171.9 194.8 215.0 221.0
1976 23.6 52.9 85.7 104.1 121.7 137.3
1977 30.1 66.5 115.0 143.9
1978 31.1 67.6
25-34 1975 20.6 56.2 82.7 96.0 113.3 120.5 134.7 140.0
1976 18.5 42.4 57.7 77.3 89.2 96.7
1977 27.2 50.9 70.2 84.4
1978 33.7 58.2
35+ 1975 64.5 113.1 130.1 156.1 160.6 176.5 184.4 185.5
1976 66.5 103.9 133.9 148.9 161.0 164.8
1977 66.1 100. 6 124.5 136.0
1978 78.0 117.0
Table 4.4
Cumulative Proportion of Divorced Females by Age at Marriage 
and Marriage Duration (per 1000 Marriages)
' ---------------------------------------------------- ;-----------------------------------------
Completed Marriage Duration (Months) Females Age at Marriage ________ ___________________________________________
Marriage Cohort 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48
<17 1975 23.2 67.4 113.8 141.2 164.1 178.6 196.5 199.2
1976 23.7 55.5 89.7 108.4 125.1 132.7
1977 28.7 60.2 105 .0 131.0
1978 34.2 69.8
17-19 1975 25.3 56.7 77.6 85.6 101.1 114.8 127.2 138.3
1976 24.4 49.1 70.8 78.9 91.6 109.5
1977 32.9 62.8 85.9 100.2
1978 36.6 63.1
20 + 1975 49.6 77.1 105.7 126.7 138.8 152.0 153.0 153.0
1976 40.0 53.3 77.5 84.7 90.2 100.0
1977 57.8 78.0 97.5 111.4
1978 50.9 78.5
40
S3DYIHHYW 0001 H3d S3DH0AIQ
MA
RR
IA
GE
 D
UR
AT
IO
N
The average annual divorce rates by sex and age for the years 1978
and 1979 are shown in Table 4.5. For females, the divorce rates peaked 
at ages 10-14 and 15-19 at 54.9 and 64.1 divorces per 1000 married women 
respectively. With increasing age, the rates dropped off steeply. The 
peak was 72.7 per 1000 for males aged 15-19 and remained quite high, 
though declining, through to the age group 25-29. At all ages except 
10-14 divorce rates were higher for married males than for married females.
Table 4.5
Age-Sex Specific Divorce Rates, 1978-1979
Age at Divorce
Rate per 1000 Married Population
1978-1979
Males Females
10-14 - 54.9
15-19 72.7 64.1
20-24 61.2 24.7
25-29 57.2 6.5
30-34 26.2 3.6
35-39 13.4 0.6
40-44 5.4 1.0
45-49 4.3 -
50-54 2.6 0.6
55-59 1.8 0.5
60-64 1.1 -
65 + 1.5 -
The average (or median) age at divorce of husbands and wives in the 
year 1975 to 1979 is presented in Table 4.6. A continuously declining 
trend has prevailed in the median age at divorce of husbands since 1975; 
from 28.7 years in 1975 to 26.8 years in 1979. In contrast, the median
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age at divorce of wives declined only between 1975 and 1977 (from 18.8 to 
18.0) but increased again thereafter to 18.4 years in 1979. In all instances 
the average age was considerably higher than the median, indicating an 
asymmetric distribution of the ages at divorce.
Table 4.6
Mean and Median Age of Husband and Wife at the Time of Divorce
1975-1979
Year N
Husband's Age Wife's Age
Mean S.D. Median Mean S.D. Median
1975 (682) 30.8 9.35 28.7 20.5 5.83 18.8
1976 (638) 29.7 9.39 27.7 19.3 5.03 18.1
1977 (783) 29.8 9.17 27.4 19.6 5.67 18.0
1978 (514) 28.7 7.90 26.4 19.3 4.46 18.3
1979 (554) 29.1 9.06 26.8 19.6 4.85 18.4
Marriage duration at the time of divorce is on the DSS record and we
can examine the variation in the duration by the age of wife and husband
at the time of divorce. In Table 4.7 the average duration of marriage and
the percentage of divorces within a given marriage duration is presented
for the women divorced in the years 1975 to 1979. The average duration
at which marriages ended in divorce was between one and one and a half
years among women aged under 17 years at the time of the divorce, and
between 15 and 27 months among those in the age group 17-19 years when
divorced. The average duration of marriages that ended in divorce increased
with increasing age at the time of the divorce to between 52 and 77 months
for women aged 25 years and more. However, this would be expected, since
on average, an older woman would have been married for a longer duration
than a younger woman. During the period 1975-1979, there was a strongly
marked tendency among women of all ages towards a shortening of the marriage
duration at which divorce occurred.* Those, for example, who were divorced
* Note: This may be, at least partly, a statistical artefact as the
tabulation uses age at divorce A(d) within a narrow range of 
years; the marriage duration at the time of divorce d_ and age 
at marriage X(m) are linked by A(d) = X(m)+d. We noted in the 
previous chapter that age at first marriage for females increased 
by almost one year between 1975 and 1979. Hence, with A(d) 
almost constant and X(m) rising the duration d must be shortening.
in 1975 at age 17-19 years had been married on average for 27.5 months but 
in 1979 women divorced at the same age had been married for 15.6 months only. 
A similar tendency was observed at all ages of divorced women.
Table 4.7
Average Duration of Marriage (Months) at the Time of Divorce 
and Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Marriage Duration,
by Wife's Age at Divorce,r 1975-1979
Year
of
Divorce
Wife's Age at Divorce
<17 17-19 20-24 25 + Total
Average duration of 
marriage (months) 1975 19.4 27.5 52.5 77.1 40.9
1976 14.3 25.3 40.7 69.4 30.9
1977 13.8 20.1 36.8 69.0 28.2
1978 15.5 20.5 33.4 57.8 26.3
19 79 12.7 15.6 31.6 52.0 23.3
The average marriage duration for all divorces registered in the DSS 
in 1975 was less than 3% years; it declined to 2% years in 1976 and to 
less than 2 years in 1979 (Table 4.8).
It may be noted that the average duration of marriage of divorcing 
couples was also closely related to husband's age. However, as noted 
regarding females, it would be expected that older husbands would have
a longer duration of marriage than younger husbands.
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The duration of marriage increased as the age of husband increased. The 
marriage duration was shorter among husbands who were less than 25 years 
of age at the time of divorce and generally declining from an average 
of 27 to 15 months between 1975 and 1979. In contrast, divorces of husbands 
aged 35 years and older took place after, on average, 5 years of marriage 
(divorces in 1975) and the average marriage duration in this category 
declined to 3 years in 1979. The table further reveals that the percentage 
divorced within less than 3 years of marriage duration was considerably 
higher in the divorces where the husband was less than 25 or 25-29 years 
old than if he was older. There is no obvious explanation for this rather 
steep decline in the marriage duration of the divorced couples between 
1974 and 1979. The issue deserves attention and further study in the field.
Table 4.8
Average Duration of Marriage (Months) at the Time of Divorce 
and Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Marriage Duration, 
by Husband's Age at Divorce, 1975-1979
Year of Divorce Husband' s Age at Divorce
<25 25-29 30-34 35 + Total
Average duration of 
marriage (months) 1975 26.8 33.8 44.0 60.7 41.2
1976 21.9 24.4 40.3 43.3 31.1
1977 15.5 23.6 38.5 45.2 28.8
1978 19.6 21.2 35.6 39.2 26.8
1979 15.3 21.0 28.7 35.5 23.5
If the husband is much older than his wife, are they more likely to
divorce than if the age difference is small? Table 4.9 provides data for 
analysing the effect on divorce of the difference between the ages of
husband and wife. It is evident from the table that 288 marriages were 
recorded where the wife was older than her husband at the time of marriage
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(and obviously at the time of divorce); of them 51 ended in divorce, the 
ratio of divorces being 17.7 per 100 marriages. The proportion of divorces 
was then found to be lowest (15.9 per 100 marriages) among couples where 
the age difference was 5 years or less. It increased as the difference 
in age at marriage increased. The peak ratio of divorce (20.9 per 100 
marriages) was found among the couples where the age difference was 11 
years or more. It is thus evident that if the age difference at marriage 
between husband and wife is great it not only produces a larger number of 
widows but it also causes a higher number of divorces in rural Bangladesh.
Table 4.9
Ratio of Divorces per 100 Marriages by the Difference of Age 
at Marriage and Divorce of Husbands and Wives, 1975-1979
Age Difference Between 
Husband and Wife
Number of 
Divorces
Number of 
Marriages
Ratio
Wife older than husband (51) (288) 17.7
Wife younger by < 5 years (679) (4265) 15.9
Wife younger by 6-10 years (1311) (7727) 17.0
Wife younger by 
or more
11 years
(1130) (5404) 20.9
4.4 Socio-Economic Factors
The proportion of marriages that ended in divorce (divorces per 100 
marriages) among the grooms and brides of different levels of education 
during the period 1975 to 1979 is shown in Table 4.10. The ratio of 
divorced grooms with no schooling was highest (25.2 per 100 marriages) 
during the five year period reviewed here. The proportion of divorces 
was also quite high (23.6 per 100 marriages) among the grooms with Koranic
education. Divorces were less frequent among the husbands with secondary
or higher education. Divorce ratios were also substantially higher (25.9) 
among brides with no schooling and Koranic education (19.3) than among 
brides with primary and secondary or higher education. It is evident 
that education has an effect on marriage stability and husband’s as well 
as wife's education is negatively related to the probability of dissolution 
of marriage in rural Bangladesh. It is worth mentioning that most of the 
educated people come from respectable, well-to-do and traditional families, 
and it is often the opinion of the elderly members of those families that 
if divorce occurs in the family, it is disgraceful.
Table 4.11 shows the ratio of divorces (per 100 marriages) according 
to husband's occupation. It appears that divorces were markedly higher 
among farm labourers than other occupational groups. The peak divorce 
ratio of 36.8 per 100 marriages occurred among farm labourers during the 
1975-79 period. As most of the farm labourers live from hand to mouth, 
they were heavily affected by the famine in 1974/75 and this may have 
had some impact on their divorce ratios. In general, divorce ratios were 
found to be low among husbands in service and business. The reason for 
the high proportion of divorces among farm labourers is that, in rural 
Bangladesh, farm labourers are landless and poor and they have nothing 
to lose financially or in family status by a divorce.
Table 4.10
Ratio of Divorces per 100 Marriages by Education 
of Grooms and Brides, 1975-1979
Education
Grooms Brides
No. of 
Divorces
No. of 
Marriages
Ratio No. of No. of
Divorces Marriages
Ratio
None (No schooling) (1604) (6355) 25.2 (1743) (6717) 25.9
Maktab (Koranic 
education) (702) (2972) 23.6 (998) (5180) 19.3
Primary (1-5) (415) (3167) 13.1 (320) (3927) 8.1
Secondary and above 
(6+) (450) (5190) 8.7 (110) (1860) 5.9
Ratio of Divorces
Table 4.11
per 100 Marriages by Occupation
of Grooms, 1975-1979
Occupation of Grooms No. of Divorces No. of Marriages Ratio
Farming (own land) (1305) (6818) 19.1
Farm labourer (409) dill) 36.8
Non-agricultural labourer* (747) (3986) 18.7
Service* (311) (2783) 11.2
Business (238) (2186) 10.9
Others* (161) (800) 20.1
* As classified in Table 3.10,
CHAPTER 5
WIDOWHOOD
5.1 Introduction
In all censuses conducted in Bangladesh there has been a higher 
proportion of widowed women than men at all ages. The same was observed 
in DSS as shown in Tables 3.1 and 3.2 in Chapter 3. If we compare the 
numbers of currently married and those widowed by age, the ratio for males 
approaches 10 widowers per 100 married men at first at ages 65-69 and 
exceeds 20 per 100 at ages 70 and over. In contrast, corresponding ratios for 
females are close to 10 already in the 'under 50' age category and in the 
55-59 age group there are already about 10 per cent more widowed than 
currently married women. At the ages of 70 years and over, there are 
eleven times more widows than married women in the population of the DSS 
area (Table 5.1).
Table 5.1
Widowers and Widows per 100 Married Persons in 
1974 and 1978 in the DSS
Age
1974 1978
Males Females Males Females
<50 0.6 7.8 0.5 8.4
50-54 2.0 65.7 2.1 65.3
55-59 3.7 116.8 3.7 112.5
60-64 5.7 199.9 6.4 208.0
65-69 9.2 4 35.1 7.7 404.4
70+ 20.8 1103.0 20.9 1080.5
Sources: Calculated from Ruzicka and Chowdhury (1978d:18) and Becker et al.
(1982:15).
The difference in the incidence of widowhood between males and females 
is partly accounted for by higher remarriage rates of the former, as will be
shown in Chapter 6. This is largely a cultural phenomenon. In this chapter 
we will examine to what extent marriage patterns and differential mortality 
of males and females are responsible for the variation in the incidence of 
widowhood between the sexes.
5.2 Level and Sex Differences in Mortality and Widowhood
In the DSS the crude death rates for females for most years except the 
famine year 1975 exceeded those of males (Table 5.2). Because of the impact 
of age structure on CDR this cannot be taken as a final conclusion and we 
have to examine the age specific rates. In Table 5.3 the age pattern of 
mortality differentials of the adult population is depicted. In most adult 
ages females had about the same or higher death rates than males during 
1975 to 1979. Only in the age range 40-59 years did mortality rates of males 
consistently exceed those of females (Appendix D). Hence, in the abridged 
life tables (5.4a and 5.4b) the life expectation of males at the age of 15 years 
(50.3 years) was only one and a half years less than that of females (51.8 
years). In contrast, at younger ages, females had a lower life expectation 
than males; this is due to a considerably higher mortality of girls than 
boys (see, for instance, Ruzicka and Chowdhury, 1978d:6).
Hence, by mortality differentials alone, one would expect approximately 
the same probability of males and females surviving the other spouse.
However, the salient point is that there is an age difference between 
husband and wife which, as was shown in Chapter 3, is quite considerable in 
rural Bangladesh. At the typical ages of marriage the age difference is 
about 8-10 years (wife being younger than husband) and increases rapidly as 
the age of the groom rises. To examine the probability of widowhood under 
a given regime of mortality we have to consider the effect of age at marriage 
and the age difference between husband and wife.
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Table 5.2
Crude Death Rates of Males and Females DSS, 1975-1979
Year
Crude Death Rate (per 1000 Population)
Males Females Both Sexes
1975 21.0 20.6 20.8
1976 14.7 14.9 14.8
1977 13.3 13.8 13.6
1978 12.8 13.5 13.2
1979 13.4 14.2 13.8
Sources: Ruzicka and Chowdhury (1978c:4); Ruzicka and Chowdhury (1978d:4);
Samad et al. (1979:12); Chowdhury et al. (1981:14); Chowdhury et
al. (1982:10).
5.3 Probability of Survival of Males and Females
Considering age at marriage as 20-24 years to 30-34 years for males 
and 10-14 years to 25-29 years for females the probability of surviving a 
given number of years is calculated in Tables 5.5 and 5.6. From these 
survival ratios, joint survival of husband and wife, probability of 
widowhood and widowerhood, and finally probability of orphanhood (both 
parents dead) will be examined. Typical ages at marriage will be considered 
as follows:
Husband Wife Average Age Difference
20-24 10-14 10
15-19 5
25-29 10-14 15
15-19 10
20-24 5
15-19 
20-24 
25-29
30-34 15
10
5
51.
Table 5.3
Age Specific Sex Mortality Ratio, 1975-1979
Age 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979
15-19 X X X 0 X
20-24 0 0 0 X X
25-29 - 0 0 - X
30-34 - - - - X
35-39 - 0 X - X
40-44 - - - - -
45-49 - -- - - -
50-54 - - - - -
55-59 - - - - -
60-64 - 0 0 - -
65 + - 0 - 0 X
Note: X = Female mortality exceeds that of males by 10 or more per cent
0 = Female mortality less than 10 per cent above that of males
- = Female mortality lower than that of males by 10 per cent or more
1 = Female mortality is equal to that of males
Sources: Ruzicka and Chowdhury (1978c:28); Ruzicka and Chowdhury (1978d:37);
Samad et al. (1979:42); Chowdhury et al. (1981:51); Chowdhury et
al. (1982:37).
T a b l e  5 . 4 a
A b r id g e d  L i f e  T a b le  f o r  M a le s  B ased  on 1 9 7 5 -1 9 7 9  M o r t a l i t y  R a te s
P
n x Dn x mn x A £X dn x Ln x TX 0e
0 19759 2831 0 .1 4 3 2 8 0 .1 4 3 2 8 100000 14328 371344 5412895 5 4 .1
4 73410 1554 0 .0 2 1 1 7 0 .0 8 1 2 4 85672 6960 410960 5041551 5 8 .8
5 83282 332 0 .0 0 3 9 9 0 .0 1 9 7 5 78712 1555 389673 4630591 5 8 .8
10 84451 103 0 .0 0 1 2 2 0 .0 0 6 0 8 77157 469 384613 4240918 5 5 .0
15 73265 85 0 .0 0 1 1 6 0 .0 0 5 7 8 76688 443 382333 3856305 5 0 .3
20 40776 87 0 .0 0 2 1 3 0 .0 1 0 5 9 76245 807 379208 3473972 4 5 .6
25 29394 83 0 .0 0 2 8 2 0 .0 1 4 0 0 75438 1056 374550 3094764 4 1 .0
30 26704 89 0 .0 0 3 3 3 0 .0 1 6 5 1 74382 1228 368840 2720214 3 6 .6
35 28446 137 0 .0 0 4 8 2 0 .0 2 3 8 1 73154 1742 361415 2351374 3 2 .1
40 27530 228 0 .0 0 8 2 8 0 .0 4 0 5 6 71412 2896 349820 1989959 2 7 .9
45 23033 302 0 .0 1 3 1 1 0 .0 6 3 4 7 68516 4349 331708 1640139 2 3 .9
50 19292 381 0 .0 1 9 7 5 0 .0 9 4 1 0 64167 6038 305740 1308431 2 0 .4
55 15601 427 0 .0 2 7 3 7 0 .1 2 8 0 9 58129 7446 272030 1002691 1 7 .2
60 11348 471 0 .0 4 1 5 1 0 .1 8 8 0 4 50683 9530 229590 730661 1 4 .4
65 + 21331 1752 0 .0 8 2 1 3 1 .00000 41153 41153 501071 501071 1 2 .2
N o te :  See A p p e n d ix  D . l  f o r  e q u a t i o n s  u s e d .
S o u r c e s : L i f e  t a b l e s  w e re  c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a  from
R u z ic k a  an d  Chowdhury ( 1 9 7 8 c ) ; R u z ic k a  and  Chowdhury ( 1 9 7 8 d ) ; 
Samad e t  a l  (1 9 7 9 ) ;  Chowdhury e t  a l . ( 1 9 8 1 ) ;  Chowdhury e t  a l .
(1 9 8 2 ) .
T a b l e  5 .4 b
A b r id g e d  L i f e  T a b l e  f o r  F e m a le s  B ased  on 1 9 7 5 -1 9 7 9  M o r t a l i t y  R a t e s
Pn x Dn x mn x A %X dn x Ln x TX 0 e "
0 19019 2775 0 .1 4 5 9 1 0 .1 4 5 9 1 100000 14591 370818 52 6 0 3 9 4 5 2 .6
4 68957 2210 0 .0 3 2 0 5 0 .1 2 0 4 8 85409 10290 401320 4 8 89576 5 7 .2
5 77830 432 0 .0 0 5 5 5 0 .0 2 7 3 7 75119 2056 370455 4488256 5 9 .7
10 81758 128 0 .0 0 1 5 7 0 .0 0 7 8 2 73063 571 363888 4117801 5 6 .4
15 68864 169 0 .0 0 2 4 5 0 .0 1 2 1 8 72492 883 360253 3753913 5 1 . 8
20 39411 127 0 .0 0 3 2 2 0 .0 1 5 9 7 71609 1144 355185 3393660 4 7 .4
25 34678 96 0 .0 0 2 7 7 0 .0 1 3 7 5 70465 969 349903 3038475 4 3 .1
30 34225 109 0 .0 0 3 1 8 0 .0 1 5 7 7 69496 1096 344740 2688572 3 8 .7
35 30976 147 0 .0 0 4 7 5 0 .0 2 3 4 7 68400 1605 337988 2343832 3 4 . 3
40 26063 100 0 .0 0 3 8 4 0 .0 1 9 0 2 66795 1270 330800 2005844 3 0 .0
45 20818 163 0 .0 0 7 8 3 0 .0 3 8 4 0 65525 2516 321335 1675044 2 5 .6
50 16909 186 0 .0 1 1 0 0 0 .0 5 3 5 3 63009 3373 306613 1353709 2 1 .5
55 13892 302 0 .0 2 1 7 4 0 .1 0 3 1 0 59636 6148 282810 1047096 1 7 .6
60 10203 391 0 .0 3 8 3 2 0 .1 7 4 8 5 53488 9352 244060 764286 1 4 .3
65 + 16573 1406 0 .0 8 4 8 4 1 .00000 44136 44136 520226 5 2 0226 1 1 .8
N o te :  S ee  A p p e n d ix  D . l  f o r  e q u a t i o n s  u s e d .
S o u r c e s : L i f e  t a b l e s  w e re  c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a  from
R u z i c k a  a n d  Chowdhury ( 1 9 7 8 c ) ; R u z ic k a  an d  Chowdhury ( 1 9 7 8 d ) ; 
Samad e t  a l . (1 9 7 9 ) ;  Chowdhury e t  a l .  (1 9 8 1 ) ;  C how dhury  e t  a l .
(1982) .
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5.3.1 Joint Survival of Husband and Wife
Table 5.7 shows the proportions of couples jointly surviving according 
to the age difference at marriage between husband and wife and the duration 
(5-25 years) of marriage. According to Ruzicka and Hansluwka (1981:5) the 
difference in age at marriage between husband and wife is an important 
factor determining the chances of their joint survival. Similar findings 
are obtained from the DSS data. If the husband was 20-24 years of age at 
marriage, a 10 year age difference between himself and his wife yielded 
a better joint survival chance than if she was only 5 years younger.
Similarly, if the husband was 25-29 years of age, an age difference of 15 years 
provided better chances of joint survival than a difference of 10 or 5 years.
Table 5.5
Proportion of Males Surviving a Given Number of Years 
by Age at Marriage
Males: Age
at Marriage
Surviving Years
5 10 15 20 25
20-24 .9877 .9727 .9531 .9225 .8747
25-29 .9848 .9649 .9340 .8856 .8163
30-34 .9799 .9484 .8993 .8289 .7375
35-39 .9679 .9178 .8460 .7525 .6353
However, the differences are relatively greater if we compare marriages 
of women of the same age at marriage, say 10-14 years, 81 per cent of 
marriages of these to husbands aged 20-24 years at marriage would still 
survive after 25 years of marriage, in contrast to 76 per cent of marriages 
to grooms aged 25-29 years.
It is worth noting, however, that for a given age group of grooms the 
chances of joint survival increases only marginally as the age difference 
widens; for instance, from 73.8 per cent (age difference 5 years) to 75.8 
per cent (age difference 15 years) for grooms 25-29 years old.
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Table 5.6
Proportion of Females Surviving a Given Number of Years 
by Age at Marriage
Females: Age Surviving Years
at Marriage ---------------------------------------
5 10 15 20 25
10-14 .9900 .9761 .9616 .9474 .9288
15-19 .9859 .9713 .9569 .9382 .9182
20-24 .9851 .9706 .9516 .9313 .9047
25-29 .9852 .9659 .9454 .9184 .8763
Table 5.7
Proportion of Both Husband and Wife Surviving 
(Joint Survival) by Age at Marriage and Duration
of Marriage
Marriage
Duration Typical Age at Marriage
(Years) H=20-24 H-25-29 H--30-34
W=10-14 W=15-19 W=10-14 W=15-19 W=20-24 W=15-19 W=20-24 W=2 5-2S
5 .9778 .9738 .9750 .9709 .9701 .9661 .9653 .9654
10 .9495 .9448 .9418 .9372 .9365 .9212 .9205 .9161
15 .9165 .9120 .8981 .89 37 .8888 .8601 .8558 .8502
20 .8740 .8655 .8390 .8309 .8248 .7777 .7720 .7612
25 .8124 .8031 .7582 .7495 .7385 .6772 .6672 .6463
Note: H=Husband, W=wife, = No. of persons living between ages x and x+1
Methodology, for example:
10
Lm Lf, 30-34 , 20-24= (— -----)x(— ----)
Tm Lf20-24 10-14
HW(20-24,10-14)
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5.3.2 Widowers
The proportion of husbands who will survive their wives by age at 
marriage and marriage duration is presented in Table 5.8. Once again, it 
is evident that age at marriage and age difference between husband and wife 
have a strong effect on the chances of the husband becoming a widower.
In general, for a fixed age difference, say 10 years, the older the wife at 
marriage the higher is her husband's probability of becoming a widower at 
any given marriage duration. Thus, at 15 years of marriage, 3.7 per cent 
of husbands aged (at marriage) 20-24, 4.0 per cent aged 25-29 and 4.4 per 
cent aged 30-34 would have lost their wives.
Table 5.8
Proportion of Husbands Surviving Wives (Widower) by Age 
at Marriage and Marriage Duration
Marriage
Duration
(Years)
Typical Age at Marriage
H=20-24 H=25-29 H-3Q-34
W=10-14 W=15-19 W=15-19 W=20-24 W=15-19 W=20-24 W=25-29
5 .0099 • 0139 .0139 .0147 .0133 .0146 .0145
10 .0232 .0279 . .0277 .0284 .0272 .0279 . 0323
15 .0366 .0411 .0403 .0452 .0388 .0435 .0491
20 .0485 .0570 .0547 .0608 .0512 .0569 ,0676
25 .0623 .0716 .0668 .0778 .0603 .0703 .0912
Note: H=Husband; W=Wife; Lx = No. of persons living between ages x and x+1
Methodology, for example: m f
HW(20-24,10-14)1Q 30-34) ^ 20-24)
The wider the age difference at marriage, the lesser the probability 
of husband's bereavement. Thus, at 25 years of marriage duration, 9 per 
cent of husbands aged, at marriage, 30-34 years would have lost their wife 
if the age difference was 5 years in contrast to only 6 per cent if the age
difference was 15 years.
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5.3.3 Widows
Table 5.9 shows what proportion of wives will survive their husbands 
according to age at marriage, age difference between spouses and marriage 
duration. It appears from the table that for wives of a given age at 
marriage the proportion who will become widows increased sharply from where 
the husband is 5 years older to where he is 15 years older. In contrast, 
where the husband's age at marriage is considered constant, the proportion 
of widows increases only marginally with the widening of the age difference; 
after 25 years of marriage 16.6 per cent of wives aged 20-24 married to 
husbands 25-29 years of age will be widows, but 16.9 per cent will be widows 
if they were 15-19 years old at marriage.
Table 5.9
Proportion of Wives Surviving Husbands (Widow) 
by Age at Marriage and Marriage Duration
Marriage
Duration
(Years)
Typical Age at Marriage
h=:20-24 H=2!5-29 H-30-34
W=10-14 W=15-19 W=15-19 W=20-24 W=15-19 W=20-24 W=25-29
5 .0122 .0121 .0150 .0150 .0198 .0198 .0198
10 .0266 .0265 .0341 .0341 .0501 .0501 .0498
15 .0451 .0449 .0632 .0628 .0964 .0958 .0952
20 .0734 .0727 .1073 .1065 .1605 .1593 .1571
25 . 1164 .1151 .1687 .1662 .2410 .2375 .2300
Note: H=Husband; W=Wife;
Methodology, for example:
L = No. of Persons living between ages x and x+1 x
Lm LfHW(20-24,10-14),„ /T 30-34, , 20-24,10 = (±- -------; x v.——-----)m fL L 10-1420-24
5.3.4 Orphanhood
What proportion of both husbands and wives will die by a given marriage 
duration is shown in Table 5.10. The age difference at marriage between 
husband and wife does not have any marked effect. However, it is evident 
that the higher the age at marriage the higher the proportion of couples 
where both die before a given duration, In general, in rural Bangladesh, 
only about one to two per cent of couples died before the end of 25 years of 
marriage, that is, before the end of the childbearing period.
Table 5.10
Proportion of Both Husband and Wife Dying 
(Children Orphaned) by Age at Marriage 
and Marriage Duration
Marriage Typical Age at Marriage
Duration 
(Years) H=20-24 H=25-29 H==30-34
W=10-14 • W=15-19 W=15-19 W=20-24 W=15-19 W==20-24 W=25-29
5 .00012 . .00017 .00021 .00023 .00028 .00030 .00030
10 .00065 .00078 .00101 .00103 .00148 .00152 .00176
15 .00180 .00202 .00284 .00319 .00434 .00487 .00550
20 .00408 .00479 .00707 .00786 .01057 ,01174 .01397
25 .00892 .01025 .01503 .01751 .02147 .02501 .03247
Note: H=Husband; W=Wife; L* = No. of persons living between ages x and x+1
Methodology, for example: m f
HW(20-24,10-14) n L 30-34> n 20-24>
m f
L 20-24 L 10-14
5.4 Implications for Family Life Cycle
In a typical case of a husband aged 25-29 years marrying a wife aged 
15-19 years, the following parameters of family life cycle can be noted.
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Age at marriage H = 25-29 
W = 15-19
Marriage Duration 
(Years)
Proportion of Couples (%)
Surviving Husband Wife Both
Jointly Widower Widow Died
5 97.1 1.4 1.5 0.0 
15 89.4 4.0 6.3 0.3 
25 74.9 6.7 16.9 1.5
About three quarters of the original couples would still be alive when the 
wife reached, for all practical purposes, the end of her reproductive period 
(aged 40-44 years). Out of the original 100 couples, there would be, by 
that time, 2.5 times more widows than widowers (16.9 and 6.7 per cent, 
respectively) if none of them remarried. Only about 1.5 per cent of the 
couples would leave orphaned children as most of the parents would have 
died after 15 years of marriage and hence some of the orphans would be 
teenaged by that time.
If female age at marriage increased (to, say 20-24 years) and accordingly 
the age difference was reduced to 5 years, the following parameters would 
prevail:
Age at marriage H = 25-29 
W = 20-24
Marriage Duration Proportion of Couples (%)
(Years) Surviving Husband Wife Both
Jointly Widower Widow Died
5 97.0 1.5 1.5 0.0
15 88.9 4.5 6.3 0.3
25 73.8 7.8 16.6 1.8
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It appears that even such a substantial increase (by 5 years) in age at 
marriage of brides would not significantly affect the family life cycle. 
There would be marginally more widowers and slightly less widows, but 
the general pattern does not change. Hence, even under the heavy mortality 
currently prevailing in Bangladesh a substantial increase in age at marriage 
of women would not result in any discernible distortion of the family life 
cycle from the pattern currently observed.
CHAPTER 6
REMARRIAGE AFTER DIVORCE AND WIDOWHOOD
6.1 Introduction
Remarriage after divorce or widowhood has an important bearing on 
family structure and fertility. The proportion of currently married women 
in each reproductive age group at a point in time does not depend only on 
the age at which women marry and the proportion of those who never marry.
It is also affected by the incidence of death of spouse, and of divorce; 
by the extent to which widows and divorcees remarry; and by the time 
elapsed between the termination of previous marriage and remarriage 
(United Nations, 1973:81). In most societies divorce is usually followed 
by remarriage. In Bangladesh, the proportion of divorced and widowed men 
who remarry is generally higher than that of women in similar situations 
(Ruzicka and Chowdhury, 1978d:25).
The incidence of widowhood for males and females is determined by the 
level of mortality of the opposite sex and by the age difference between 
husband and wife (McDonald, 1980:104). The attitudes of the Muslims in 
Bangladesh concerning remarriage of widows, a subject investigated for 
instance by Maloney, Aziz and Sarker (1981:81), are as follows: (1) the
Prophet married a widow, so it is a religious duty to marry widows;
(2) parents, siblings and relatives will be stigmatized if a widow has 
illicit sexual relations, therefore it is their obligation to find her a 
new husband; (3) God is pleased when a widow gives birth after remarriage. 
In contrast, the traditional Hindu ideal is that first marriage is an 
eternal bond and the wife is integrated into her husband's family by rituals 
(Maloney, Aziz and Sarker, 1981:82). Therefore, remarriage of widows, 
at least in the higher castes, is either not encouraged or even explicitly
prohibited. However, in the study area remarriage among lower castes may
be simply a de facto arrangement with a man and woman after informing some 
friends and relatives, and no priest is required to solmenize it (Aziz,
1979:64).
In this chapter the proportions of men and women who remarry after 
divorce or widowhood, the age and sex pattern of remarriage, the average 
time elapsed between the termination of previous marriage and remarriage 
and the difference in age between husband and wife at the time of remarriage 
will be presented.
6.2 Remarriage after Divorce
The proportion of divorced men who remarry is higher than that of 
women in a similar situation (Ahmed and Chowdhury, 1981:99). A similar 
trend is observed in Table 6.1. Among the grooms marrying in each year 
from 1975 to 1979 there were between 16.5 and 20.5 per cent who were 
divorced men remarrying. At the same time, the proportion of brides who 
had previously been divorced fluctuated between 15.0 and 17.4 per cent.
In the 1978-1979 marriage cohorts, divorced males, and to a lesser extent 
divorced females, represented somewhat smaller proportions than in the 
three earlier years. It is impossible to say as yet whether this may be 
due to the declining trend in divorce or to the worsening economic situation
in the area, or to both.
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Table 6 .1_
Percentage of Grooms and Brides Who Were Previously 
Divorced Among 1975-1979 Marriages
Year
Total
Marriages
Divorced Grooms Divorced Brides
Per Cent Per Cent
1975 (2794) 20.5 16.9
1976 (4727) 18.7 15.4
1977 (3843) 18.1 17.4
1978* (3054) 16.9 15.5
1979* (3266) 16.5 15.0
* Reduced 
6.2.1
DSS area. 
Patterns of Remarriage after Divroce
In Table 6.2 the percentage distribution by previous marital status 
is presented for women marrying grooms previously divorced. During 1975 
to 1979, 57.7 per cent of divorced men who remarried selected a never 
married bride 2.4 per cent a widow, and 39.9 per cent a divorcee. It 
appears from the table that bride’s previous marital status was associated 
with the age at remarriage of divorced grooms. The proportion of grooms 
under 25 years old who married brides previously never married was 
significantly higher (71.6 per cent) than at older ages, whereas of 
divorced men remarrying at ages 45 and over only 17.4 per cent married a 
never married bride. An inverse relationship also exists between age at 
remarriage of divorced grooms and brides previously widowed and divorced.
It is noticeable that the highest proportion (74.5 per cent) of remarriages 
among divorced grooms aged 45 years or older were with the brides who had 
been previously divorced. The percentage distribution of the brides in 
each category fluctuated from year to year only marginally, suggesting 
that this has been a rather constant, and hence a typical, pattern
(Appendix E).
T a b l e  6 .2
P e r c e n t a g e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  B r i d e s  M a r ry in g  D iv o rc e d  Grooms 
by  B r i d e ' s  P r e v i o u s  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s  a n d  G ro o m 's  Age a t  R e m a r r i a g e ,
1 9 7 5 -1 9 7 9
Age a t  
R e m a r r i a g e  
o f  D iv o r c e d  
Grooms
B r i d e ' s  P r e v i o u s M a r i t a l S t a t u s
N e v e r  .M a r r i e d Widowed D iv o rc e d T o t a l
N P e r
C en t
N P e r
C e n t
N P e r
C en t
N P e r
C en t
<25 (586) 7 1 .6 ( I D 1 .3 (222) 2 7 .1 (819) 1 0 0 .0
2 5 -3 4 (1061) 5 9 .9 (29) 1 .6 (681) 3 8 .5 (1771) 1 0 0 .0
3 5 -4 4 (183) 3 8 .4 (25) 5 . 3 (268) 5 6 .3 (476) 1 0 0 .0
45+ (26) 1 7 .4 (12) 8 . 1 (111) 7 4 .5 (149) 1 0 0 .0
A l l  a g e s (1856) 5 7 .7 (77) 2 . 4 (1282) 3 9 .9 (3215) 1 0 0 .0
T a b le  6 . 3  shows s i m i l a r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  d i v o r c e d  b r i d e s .  A bout 28 
p e r  c e n t  o f  th e m  m a r r i e d  s i n g l e  ( n e v e r  m a r r i e d )  g ro o m s ,  14 p e r  c e n t  
m a r r i e d  g room s w i t h  a t  l e a s t  o n e  w i f e  (p o ly g y n o u s  h u s b a n d s ) , l e s s  t h a n  
13 p e r  c e n t  m a r r i e d  w id o w e rs  a n d  45 p e r  c e n t  m a r r i e d  d i v o r c e d  g ro o m s .
O ver t i m e ,  t h e r e  was a  m a rk e d  ch an g e  i n  two r e s p e c t s  t o  t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n :  
b e tw e e n  1975 and  1979 t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  r e m a r r i a g e s  w h e re  t h e  d i v o r c e e  
m a r r i e d  a  s i n g l e  ( n e v e r  m a r r i e d )  man i n c r e a s e d  from  21 p e r  c e n t  (1975) t o  
31 p e r  c e n t  ( 1 9 7 9 ) .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  r e m a r r i a g e  o f  d i v o r c e e s  w i t h  groom s 
who t h e m s e l v e s  w e re  p r e v i o u s l y  d i v o r c e d  d e c l i n e d  o v e r  t i m e ,  f ro m  a b o u t  
50 p e r  c e n t  i n  1975 t o  a r o u n d  42 p e r  c e n t  i n  1 9 7 8 -1 9 7 9  (A p pend ix  E . l ) .
The p a t t e r n  o f  r e m a r r i a g e s  o f  d i v o r c e e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  m a r i t a l  
s t a t u s  o f  t h e  groom  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  b r i d e ' s  a g e  a t  r e m a r r i a g e .  F o r  
t h e  y o u n g e r  d i v o r c e e  b r i d e s  (u n d e r  17 y e a r s  o f  age a t  r e m a r r i a g e )  n e v e r  
m a r r i e d  an d  d i v o r c e d  g room s a p p e a r  i n  a l m o s t  t h e  same p r o p o r t i o n :  44 an d  
42 p e r  c e n t  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  One o u t  o f  t e n  m a r r i e d  a h u s b a n d  who a l r e a d y
h a s  a w i f e  an d  o n l y  o n e  o u t  o f  t h i r t y  m a r r i e d  a w id o w e r .
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In contrast, the divorcee brides in their early twenties most often 
married divorced men (44 per cent); about one in four married a single 
(never married) man. Almost 15 per cent married a polygynous husband and 
18 per cent a widower. The tendency to marry widowers and polygynous 
husbands increases even further for remarriages of divorcees who are 
older than 25 years; at the same time the chances of their marrying a 
single man are sharply reduced.
Table 6.3
Percentage Distribution of Grooms Marrying Divorced Brides 
by Groom's Previous Marital Status and Bride's Age at Remarriage,
1975-1979
Age at 
Remarriage 
of Divorced 
Brides
Groom1's Previous Marital Status
Never Married Married Widowed Divorced Total
N Per
Cent
N Per
Cent
N Per
Cent
N Per
Cent
N Per
Cent
<17 (219) 44.5 (49) 10.0 (16) 3.3 (208) 42.2 (492) 100.0
17-19 (321) 31.4 (132) 12.9 (93) 9.1 (477) 46.6 (1023) 100.0
20-24 (224) 23.3 (142) 14.8 (171) 17.8 (423) 44.1 (960) 100.0
25 + (32) 8.9 (77) 21.5 (81) 22.6 (168) 46.9 (358) 100.0
All ages (796) 28.1 (400) 14.1 (361) 12.7 (1276) 45.0 (2833) 100.0
6.2.2 Age and Sex Pattern
The mean and median ages of divorced men and women at remarriages are 
shown in Table 6.4. The average age of divorced men at remarriage fluctuated 
within a narrow range between 28.9 and 29.6 years while the median age 
remained virtually unchanged at 27.6 to 27.8 years during the period from 
1975 to 1979. The average age of divorced women at remarriage increased 
marginally from 19.8 to 20.7 years while the median fluctuated between 
18.7 to 19.7 years without a discernible trend.
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It is important to note that the mean age at first marriage of females 
was on average 16 years during the period 1975-1979 (Chapter 3). The 
mean age at divorce was about 19 years for the same period as found in the 
earlier chapter. Our data also show that the average age at remarriage 
of divorced women was about 20 years.
Table 6.4
Mean and Median Age at Remarriage of Divorced Grooms and Brides
1975-1979
Year
Grooms Brides
N Mean S.D. Median N Mean S.D. Median
1975 (579) 29.1 7.14 27.8 (473) 19.9 4.62 19.0
1976 (883) 28.9 7.57 27.7 (728) 19.8 4.41 18.7
1977 (696) 29.6 7.95 27.8 (669) 20.3 5.02 19.1
1978 (517) 29.1 7.49 27.8 (473) 20.0 4.31 19.2
1979 (540) 28.9 6.82 27.6 (490) 20.7 4.36 19.7
Table 6.5 provides data on the age difference between husbands and 
wives at remarriage by previous marital status of the bride and the age 
of the husband. In all remarriages of divorced men in 1975-1979, the 
average age difference between groom and bride was from 10.6 to 11.2 years, 
irrespective of the bride's marital status. However, this makes a 
pronounced difference if age of the groom is taken into consideration.
The age difference between groom and bride at the remarriage of divorced
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men rose steadily from about 2 years if the groom was under 20 years of 
age to more than 20 years if he was 40 years or older. The younger 
divorced men marry wives who are not very much younger than themselves.
The greatest age difference is in the case of divorced men marrying brides 
previously unmarried. It seems to be slightly less for the divorced grooms 
marrying divorced brides and less again if the bride was a widow.
Table 6.5
Age Difference at Remarriage of Grooms Who Were Divorced 
by Wife's Previous Marital Status, 1975-1979
Wife's Previous Marital Status
Age of Never Married Widowed Divorced Total
Husband N Diff. N Diff. N Diff. N Diff.
<25 (586) 5.5 (ID 2.0 (222) 4.1 (819) 5.1
25-34 (1061) 11.5 (29) 6.9 (681) 9.6 (1771) 10.7
35-44 (183) 19.2 (25) 14.0 (268) 15.5 (476) 16.9
45+ (26) 30.2 (12) 22.7 (111) 24.8 (149) 25.6
All (1856) 10.6 (77) 11.0 (1282) 11.2 (3215) 10.9
The average age difference at remarriage between bride-divorcees 
and husbands tended to differ according to husband's marital status at 
remarriage (Table 6.6). It was only about 6 years (wife younger than 
husband) if the husband has never been married, 11 years if he was divorced, 
15 years if already married (polygynous husband) and more than 19 years 
if he was a widower. There was no clearly marked association between 
these age differences and the bride-divorcees' age at remarriage, except 
if they married a never married groom. In that situation, the age 
difference tends to be wider if the bride-divorcee is very young^ and
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narrower if she is over the age of 20 years.*
Table 6.6
Age Difference at Remarriage of Brides Who Were Divorced 
by Husband's Previous Marital Status, 1975-1979
Age Husband's Previous Marital Status
_ Neverof Married Married Widowed Divorced Total
Wife N Diff. N Diff. N Diff. N Diff. N Diff.
<17 (219) 8.2 (49) 18.0 (16) 17.9 (208) 11.0 (492) 10.7
17-19(321) 6.5 (132) 16.4 (93) 18.7 (477) 11.1 (1023) 11.0
20-24(224) 4.2 (142) 13.7 (171) 20.4 (423) 11.0 (960) 11.5
25+ (32) •-2.9 (77) 15.2 (81) 18.9 (168) 12.2 (358) 13.0
All
Ages (796) 6.0 (400) 15.4 (361) 19.5 (1276) 11.2 (2833) 11.4
6.2.3 Waiting Time Between Marriage Dissolution and Remarriage 
Table 6.7 and 6.8 give the average waiting time between the dissolution 
of the previous marriage and remarriage by age and sex. It is interesting 
to note that in the period 1975 to 1979 almost two-thirds of the men who 
remarried after divorce did so within a year of termination of the previous 
marriage; another 28 per cent during the second and third year after 
dissolution and only about 10 per cent after 3 or more years. There 
appears to be a graduation of this distribution by age; the young divorced 
men remarrying tend to do so sooner than the older ones.
For divorced women the waiting time between dissolution of the previous 
marriage and remarriage is longer than for men. Even the youngest
* Actually it seems that some of the brides aged 25 and more married 
younger husbands who were never married before. This may, however, 
be an artefact due to age misreporting. Sometimes it may happen that 
the father of the bride-divorcee paid enough money or gave land or 
other property as a dowry at the time of remarriage, or the divorcee 
herself owned property inherited from her deceased father.
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Table 6.7
Average Time Elapsed Between the Termination of Previous 
Marriage and Remarriage of Divorced Men, 1975-1979
Age at 
Remarriage N
Average
Waiting
Time
(months)
Percentage Remarrying After Months
<12 12-35 36+
<20 (103) 7.5 74.5 20.6 4.9
20-24 (716) 10.5 65.5 27.9 6.6
25-29 (1110) 12.2 58.8 31.7 9.3
30-34 (661) 12.7 61.7 26.8 11.5
35-39 (348) 14.4 60.2 26.5 13.2
40-44 (128) 19.8 54.0 24.6 21.4
45-49 (76) 15.8 56.6 23.7 19.7
50 + (73) 21.1 53.4 24.7 21.9
All (3215) 12.6 61.2 28.3 10.5
70.
divorcees have to wait for more than one year on average. About 40 per 
cent of all divorcees remarrying in 1975 to 1979 did so within one year 
(in contrast to 61 per cent for males), another 40 per cent remarried 
after 2-3 years (in contrast to 28 per cent for males) and 20 per cent 
after more than 3 years (but only 10 per cent for males). Once again, there 
is a clearly pronounced age dependence; the waiting period is longer as 
the age of the remarrying divorced woman increases.
The average time lost among the younger women is between 14 and 16 
months and for those in their early twenties it approaches 2 years. As 
the interval between live births in this area is about 30-32 months the 
impact of the reproductive time lost because of the divorce is comparatively 
small. According to Chen, Huffman and Satterthwaite (1976:7) a 36.5 months 
birth interval was equivalent to a fertility rate of 329 births per 1000 
women of reproductive age in this area of Bangladesh. Although the DSS 
data have no direct information on the average issue of ever married 
women, it would appear from the above that at the same age, the issue of 
married women with a divorce history may be less than that of women whose 
marriage was not so interrupted, by less than one child. It is, however, 
possible that some divorces occurred because of the women's reduced 
fecundity. In such instances, the divorcees form a select group of 
subfecund couples and then it is the subfecundity that is the cause of the 
wives' lower fertility rather than the time lost due to divorce.
6.2.4 Socio-Economic Differentials
The number of divorced grooms remarrying as a proportion of all 
marriages during 1975—79, according to differentials by occupational 
status, is shown in Table 6.9. Of the marriages registered in the years 
1975 to 1979, 18.2 per cent (3215) occurred among grooms previously 
divorced. The ratio rose to 30 per cent (322) if the divorced groom 
was classified as a farm labourer, 21.3 (851) if a non—agricultural
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Table 6.8
Average Time Elapsed Between the Termination of Previous 
Marriage and Remarriage of Divorced Women, 1975-1979
Age at 
Remarriage N
Average
Waiting
Time
(Months)
Percentage
After
<12
Remarrying
Months
12-35 36+
<16 (192) 14.4 44.3 44.8 10.9
16-19 (1323) 16.4 45.6 41.0 13.4
20-24 (960) 22.9 31.2 42.1 26.7
25-29 (217) 28.6 33.2 31.3 35.5
30+ (141) 30.2 37.6 29.0 33.3
All (2833) 20.2 39.3 40.3 20.4
Table 6.9
Remarriages of Divorced Grooms as a Percentage of All
Marriages During 1975-1979, by Groom's Occupation
Occupation of Groom Number of 
All Marriages
Number of 
Remarriages 
After Divorce
Per Cent
Farming (own land) (6818) (1317) 19.3
Farm labourer dill) (332) 29.9
Non-agricultural labourer* (3986) (851) 21.3
Service* (2783) (351) 12.6
Business (2186) (291) 13.3
Others* (800) (73) 9.1
All (17634) (3215) 18.2
* As classified in Table 3.10.
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labourer, 19.3 per cent (1317) if farming his own land. The proportion of 
remarriages among the marriages of businessmen, servicemen, and "other" 
occupational groups seemed to be lower during this period. It is evident 
from the table that remarriages, like divorces, were quite frequent among 
the low income occupational groups in rural Bangladesh.
The proportion of remarriages of divorced grooms and brides to all 
marriages during 1975-79 decreases with the level of education as shown in 
Tables 6.10 and 6.11. It appears from the table that this proportion among 
brides was lower by about 2 percentage points than among grooms if all 
educational levels are taken together. It can also be seen that the 
proportion of remarriages to all marriages was markedly higher among grooms 
with no schooling (24.1 per cent) and Koranic education (23.9 per cent) than 
among grooms with primary (16.0 per cent) and secondary or higher levels of 
education (8.9 per cent). Similar trends according to education were also 
observed for remarried brides. To conclude, both the incidence of divorce 
and the proportion of remarriages,after divorce to all marriages in rural 
Bangladesh were very much higher among the low-income, low-education groups. 
Among the better-off rural people and those with some education (many of 
whom hold government jobs such as teachers and officials) divorce is 
comparatively infrequent and therefore remarriages as a proportion of all 
marriages stays low.
Table 6.10
Remarriages of Divorced Grooms as a Percentage of All 
Marriages During 1975-1979 by Groom's Education
Level of Education 
of Grooms
Number of 
All Marriages
Number of 
Remarriages
Per Cent
None (no schooling) (6355) (1533) 24.1
Maktab (Koranic 
education) (2972) (711) 23.9
Primary (1-5) (3167) (507) 16.0
Secondary and Above (6+) (5190) (464) 8.9
All (17684) (3215) 18.2
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Table 6.11
Remarriages of Divorced Brides as a Percentage of All 
Marriages During 1975-1979, by Bride's Education
Level of Education 
of Brides
Number of 
All Marriages
Number of 
Remarriages
Per Cent
None (no schooling) (6717) (1513) 22.5
Maktab (Koranic 
education) (5180) (849) 16.4
Primary (1-5) (3927) (374) 9.5
Secondary and above (6+) (1860) (97) 5.2
All (17684) (2833) 16.0
6.3 Remarriage After Widowhood
The extent of remarriage of widowers is considerably higher than that 
of widows. This has been found in both rural and urban areas in Bangladesh 
(Muniruzzaman, 1966:33-38) and our data also suggest it.* In 1975, out of 
2794 marriages only 1.8 per cent were of widows in contrast to 6.3 per 
cent of widowers (Table 6.12). The proportion of marriages of widowers 
was also higher than that of widows in each of the following years.**
6.3.1 Patterns of Widowed Men and Women at Remarriage
The percentage of brides, by previous marital status, who married
widowed grooms, by groom's age at marriage, is shown in Table 6.13.
During the five-year period 1975 to 1979, widowers who remarried preferred
to marry brides previously never married or, almost equally often, divorcees.
The peak percentage of such remarriages in the former case was 78.8 among
the grooms aged less than 25 years and in the latter case it was 61.4
among the grooms aged 45 years or older. The percentage of widowers who
* From the DSS data we cannot calculate what proportion of widowed
persons remarried in a given year. Such calculations will be possible 
when the DSS becomes a population register.
** It may be worth noting that in the famine year of 1975 when the total 
number of marriages was reduced because of the abnormal situation the 
proportion of remarriages in the number of all marriages was considerably 
higher (26.8 per cent for males and 18.7 per cent for females) than in 
the subsequent "normal" years. In 1979, for instance, only 20.8 per 
cent of grooms and 16.3 per cent of brides had been previously married.
74.
Table 6.12
Remarriages of Widowers and Widows as a Percentage 
of All Marriages During 1975-1979
Year Total
Marriages
Widowed Grooms Widowed Brides
Per Cent Per Cent
1975 (2794) 6.3 1.8
1976 (4727) 4.3 1.7
1977 (3843) 5.2 1.9
1978** (3054) 3.5 1.0
1979** (3266) 4.3 1.3
** Reduced DSS area.
remarried brides previously never married decreases as age of widowers 
increases; in contrast the percentage of widowers marrying divorcees 
increases as the age of the widowers increases. Seldom would a widower 
select a widow as a bride for his remarriage - such a combination was 
found only in 9 marriages out of 100, though it was more frequent case 
(20.9 per cent) if the widower was 45 years or older.
Although the remarriage of widowers is more acceptable than remarriage 
of widows and usually obtains the same status as a first marriage, in 
some cases, the community is not enthusiastic about such a marriage. 
According to Aziz (1979:66) a father who arranges marriage for his 
daughter with a widower does so because of inability to find a previously 
unmarried husband. This type of marriage usually occurs when a father 
fails to give a proper dowry or, in some cases because of premarital 
sexual relations of the girl or due to a physical handicap. He further 
noted that in such marriages the parent of the bride loses social status 
and if the age difference between groom and bride was very great the
p a r e n t s  h a v e  t o  f a c e  c r i t i c i s m  from  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  ( i f  any) o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  w i f e  do n o t  l i k e  
s u c h  a  m a r r i a g e  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r  and  c o n f l i c t  may d e v e lo p  b e tw e e n  c h i l d r e n  
and s t e p - m o t h e r / f a t h e r ,  w h ic h  c r e a t e s  a b a d  name f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  and  
u l t i m a t e l y  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h i s  f a m i l y  f a c e  p ro b le m s  i n  g e t t i n g  a  s u i t a b l e  
m a r i t a l  p a r t n e r .
T a b l e  6 .1 3
P e r c e n t a g e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  B r i d e s  R e m a r r i e d  W ith  Widowed 
Grooms b y  B r i d e ' s  P r e v i o u s  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s  and  G ro o m 's  
Age a t  R e m a r r i a g e ,  1 9 7 5 -1 9 7 9
Age a t  
R e m a r r i a g e  
o f  Widowed 
Grooms
B r i d e ' s P r e v i o u s  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s
N e v e r  M a r r i e d Widowed D iv o rc e d T o t a l
N P e r
C en t
N P e r
C en t N
P e r
C en t N
P e r
C en t
<25 (41) 7 8 .8 - - ( I D 2 1 .2 (52) 1 0 0 .0
2 5-34 (184) 6 6 .2 (8) 2 .9 (86) 3 0 .9 (278) 1 0 0 .0
35-44 (130) 4 5 .9 (21) 7 .4 (132) 4 6 .6 (283) 1 0 0 .0
45+ (38) 1 7 .7 (45) 2 0 .9 (132) 6 1 .4 (215) 1 0 0 .0
A l l  Ages (393) 4 7 .5 (74) 8 .9 (361) 4 3 .6 (828) 1 0 0 .0
T a b l e  6 .1 4  show s t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  278 w idow s who 
r e m a r r i e d ,  b y  a g e  a t  r e m a r r i a g e  an d  by  g r o o m 's  p r e v i o u s  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s .
I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  g room s w e re  a l m o s t  e q u a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  among t h e  f o u r  
c a t e g o r i e s ;  n e v e r  m a r r i e d  b e f o r e  (2 2 .7  p e r  c e n t ) ,  p o ly g y n o u s  g room s (23 p e r  
c e n t ) ,  d i v o r c e d  ( 2 7 .7  p e r  c e n t )  a n d  w id o w e rs  ( 2 6 .6  p e r  c e n t ) .  The p e r c e n t a g e s  
h o w e v e r ,  v a r i e d  m a r k e d l y  b y  a g e  a t  r e m a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  widow. I t  i s  e v i d e n t  
t h a t  w idow s b e lo w  17 y e a r s  o f  a g e  r e m a r r i e d  m o s t  o f t e n  t h e  groom s p r e v i o u s l y  
n e v e r  m a r r i e d  ( 6 4 .3  p e r  c e n t )  and  t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n  d e c l i n e d  t o  3 0 .9  p e r  c e n t  
i n  t h e  b r i d e ' s  a g e  g ro u p  1 7 -1 9  an d  f u r t h e r  t o  1 7 -2 0  p e r  c e n t  f o r  t h e  
widows who w e re  20 y e a r s  o r  o l d e r .  I t  i s  w o r t h  n o t i c i n g  t h a t  w idows when 
t h e y  r e m a r r i e d  d i d  so  l e s s  o f t e n  w i t h  g room s n e v e r  m a r r i e d  ( 2 2 . 7  p e r  c e n t )
/b .
t h a n  t h e  w id o w e rs  who m a r r i e d  n e v e r  m a r r i e d  b r i d e s  ( 4 7 .5  p e r  c e n t  o f  c a s e s ) .  
A n o th e r  a s p e c t  w o r th  n o t i n g  i s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  o l d e r  w idows
p a r t i c u l a r  t h o s e  ag ed  25 y e a r s  an d  m o re )  m a r r y in g  a h u s b a n d  who a l r e a d y  
h a s  a  w i f e .
T a b le  6 .1 4
P e r c e n t a g e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Grooms Who R e m a r r i e d  Widowed 
B r i d e s  b y  G ro o m 's  P r e v i o u s  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s  and  B r i d e ' s  
Age a t  R e m a r r i a g e ,  1 9 7 5 -1 9 7 9
Age a t  
R e m a r r i a g e  
o f  Widowed 
B r i d e s
G ro o m 's P r e v i o u s  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s
N e v e r M a r r i e d M a r r i e d Widowed D iv o rc e d T o t a l
N P e r
C en t N
P e r
C en t N
P e r
C en t N
P e r
C en t N
P e r
C en t
<17 (9) 6 4 .3 (2) 1 4 . 3 - - (3) 2 1 .4 (14) 1 0 0 .0
1 7 -1 9 (13) 3 0 .9 (2) 4 . 8 ( I D 2 6 .2 (16) 3 8 .1 (42) 1 0 0 .0
2 0 -2 4 (14) 1 6 .7 (18) 2 1 .4 (23) 2 7 .4 (29) 3 4 .5 (84) 1 0 0 .0
25+ (27) 1 9 .6 (42) 3 0 .4 (40) 2 9 .0 (29) 2 1 .0 (138) 1 0 0 .0
A l l  Ages (63) 2 2 .7 (64) 2 3 .0 (74) 2 6 .6 (77) 2 7 .7 (278) 1 0 0 .0
6 . 3 . 2  Age a n d  Sex  P a t t e r n
T a b l e  6 . 1 5  show s t h e  mean and  m e d ia n  a g e  a t  r e m a r r i a g e  o f  w id o w e rs  and  
w id o w s .  The mean a g e  o f  w id o w e rs  a t  r e m a r r i a g e  was on a v e r a g e  b e tw e e n  
3 7 .6  an d  3 9 .5  y e a r s ;  by  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  m ean a g e  o f  w idows v a r i e d  from  
2 4 . 8  t o  2 6 .0  y e a r s .  T h i s  i m p l i e s ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  
y o u n g e r  w idow s h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  r e m a r r y ,  w h i l e  m o s t  w id o w e rs  w ou ld  do so  
i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  a g e .  From w h a t  we know a b o u t  t h e  t y p i c a l  a g e s  a t  f i r s t  
m a r r i a g e  ( c h a p t e r  3) t h e  d a t a  i n  t h i s  t a b l e  a l s o  r e f l e c t  t h e  h e a v y  t o l l  
m o r t a l i t y  t a k e s  i n  t h i s  s o c i e t y ,  b r e a k i n g  up m a r r i a g e s  a t  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  
e a r l y  s t a g e s .
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Table 6.15
Mean and Median Age at Marriage of Grooms and Brides Who Were 
Widowed Prior to This Event, 1975-1979
Year Grooms Brides
N Mean S.D. Median N Mean S.D. Median
1975 (175) 37.7 10.76 35.5 (50) 26.0 8.82 24.2
1976 (203) 38.4 12.18 35.4 (82) 24.8 7.37 23.1
1977 (200) 37.6 11.38 35.4 (72) 25.8 7.55 24.8
1978 (108) 38.4 12.38 35.4 (31) 25.3 6.16 25.0
1979 (142) 39.5 10.91 38.8 (43) 25.2 6.16 25.0
The mean age difference at remarriage between widowers and their wives 
is presented in Table 6.16. It appears that the age difference at remarriage 
between the young widowers and their wives is a rather small one but with 
increasing age at remarriage the age difference increases rapidly. The 
difference is greatest, 33.5 years on average, among the widowers of 50 
years or over. The widowers in their forties were remarrying females who 
were on average 21 years younger than themselves, while those in their 
thirties were marrying wives who were on average 13 years younger.
6.3.3 Waiting Time Between Widowhood and Remarriage
Tables 6.17 and 6.18 show that widowers got married again on average 
after 18 months, but widows had to wait on average almost twice as long.
The average waiting time increases as age at remarriage increases, but 
no marked fluctuation is observed from year to year. The men in their 
twenties typically remarried 15 months after the death of their wives.
On average, the waiting time increased to 16.3 months in the 30-39 age 
group and to 22.4 months for widowed men in their forties. During the 
period 1975 to 1979, 828 widowers remarried. On average 54.7 per cent
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Table 6.16
Mean of the Difference (Years) of Age at Marriage Between
the Grooms Who Were Widowed Prior to This Marriage and Their Brides,
1975-1979
Groom's Age 
at
Marriage
Brides Younger (on Average) Years
N Difference
<20 (5) 1.0
20-24 (47) 5.2
25-29 (137) 9.7
30-34 (141) 13.0
35-39 (168) 16.7
40-44 (115) 20.7
45-49 (88) 24.2
50+ (127) 33.5
All Grooms (828) 18.0
remarried after less than one year, 28.8 per cent after one but less than 
three years and 17.5 per cent after more than three years. The number of 
widows who remarried is three times less than the number of the widowers 
mentioned earlier. Their average waiting time was generally longer. The 
few widows aged under 19 years waited on average 19 months to get married 
again but in the case of widows in their twenties the waiting period 
extended on average to 38 months. The 62 widows aged 30 years and over 
who remarried in 1975 to 1979 waited on average 4 years. Of all widows 
who remarried 20.8 per cent did so after less than one year, 35.3 per 
cent after one but less than three years and 43.9 per cent after more 
than three years.
The lower rate of remarriage among widows is an almost universal phenomenon 
in Bangladesh. This is because males generally prefer to marry younger women
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Table 6.17
Average Time Elapsed Between the Termination of Previous 
Marriage and Remarriage of Widowers, 1975-1979
Age at Average Percentage Remarrying After Months
Remarriage N Waiting
Time <12 12-35 36+
(Months)
<20 (5) 13.2 40.0 60.0 -
20-24 (47) 14.7 61.7 29.8 8.5
25-29 (137) 14.7 56.2 32.1 12.2
30-34 (141) 15.2 54.6 31.9 12.1
35-39 (168) 17.2 56.6 28.6 14.8
40-44 (115) 18.8 60.9 22.6 16.5
45-49 (88) 21.7 52.3 22.7 25.0
50 + (127) 26.3 44.9 30.7 24.4
All (828) 18.4 54.7 28.9 17.5
Table 6.18
Average Time Elapsed Between the Termination of Previous
Marriage and Remarriage of Widows, 1975-1979
Age at 
Remarriage
Average 
Waiting 
Time 
(Months)
Percentage Remarrying after Months
N
<12 12-35 36+
<16 (2) 9.0 50.0 50.0 -
16-19 (54) 19.5 31.5 50.0 18.5
20-24 (84) 31.8 22.6 33.3 40.0
25-29 (76) 38.4 17 .1 32.9 50.0
30 + (62) 48.4 12.9 27.4 59.7
All (278) 34.7 29.9 35.3 43.9
8 0.
and virgins. It is also difficult for a widow with dependent children 
to remarry, though in some cases widows marry their husband's brother 
(Abedin, 1975:59).
6.3.4 Socio-Economic Differentials
The proportion of widowers* remarriages in all marriages registered 
during the period 1975 to 1979, and the differentials by occupational 
status are presented in Table 6.19. The proportion of widowers was 5.4 per 
cent (368) among the marriages of those who were farming their own land,
5.1 per cent (57) among those of farm labourers, 4.8 per cent (191) among 
non-agricultural labourers, 4 per cent (110) among servicemen, 4.1 per 
cent (90) among businessmen and nearly 2 per cent among the "other" 
occupational groups.
Table 6.19
Remarriages of Widowers as a Percentage of All Marriages
by Occupation, 1975-1979
Occupation of Grooms Number of Number of Per Cent
All Marriages Remarriages
Faming (own land) (6818) (368) 5.4
Farm labourer dill) (57) 5.1
Non-agricultural labourer* (3986) (191) 4.8
Service* (2783) (110) 4.0
Business (2186) (90) 4.1
Others* (800) (12) 1.5
All (17684) (828) 4.7
* As classified in Table 3.10
Tables 6.20 and 6.21 show the number of remarriages of widowers and widows 
as a percentage of all marriages for each level of education. It appears that 
as the level of education increases, the percentage of such remarriages 
decreases; for the widowers, the percentage varied within the range of 5.9 to 
2.7. A similar trend of the proportion of widow remarriages among different
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educational categories was observed during the same period. The comparatively 
low percentages of widow and widower remarriages among all marriages in the 
higher educational categories may be due to lower mortality in these groups.
The DSS data, unfortunately, do not permit a calculation of age specific 
remarriage rates for divorced and widowed persons. Further research in this 
area would require a careful follow up study. Many widowed women and 
practically all divorced women change their place of residence after the 
marriage breakdown and some move out of the DSS area and are lost to a 
follow-up survey.
Table 6.20
Remarriages of Widowers as'a Percentage of All Marriages, 
by Education, 1975-1979
Level of Education 
of Grooms
Number of 
All Marriages
Number of 
Remarriages
Per Cent
None (no schooling) (6355) (372) 5.9
Maktab (Koranic
education) (2972) (161) 5.4
Primary (1-5) (3167) (154) 4.9
Secondary and above (6+) (5190) (141) 2.7
All (17684) (828) 4.7
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Table 6.21
Remarriages of Widows as a Percentage of All Marriages, 
by Education, 1975-1979
Level of Education 
of Brides
Number of 
All Marriages
Number of 
Remarriages
Per Cent
None (no schooling) (6717) (151) 2.2
Maktab (Koranic 
education) (5180) (84) 1.6
Primary (1-5) (3927) (30) 0.8
Secondary and above (6+) (1860) (13) 0.7
All (17684) (278) 1.6
CHAPTER 7
POLYGYNOUS MARRIAGES
7.1 Introduction
Polygyny is that form of marriage in which a man has more than one 
wife at a time. Though monogamy is the common form of marital unions, 
there are instances of polygyny in the world. Polygynous marriages are 
prominent in Africa and in some Asian countries (McDonald, 1980:96).
Obviously, the plurality of wives strengthens the domination of men over 
women. According to the Islamic law a man can take up to four wives at 
a time. Islam recognises polygyny but imposes certain conditions upon 
it, for example, that the previous wife is entitled to maintenance 
according to her status and in proportion to her husband's means, and that 
the husband must treat all his wives equally. By the Hindu ideal of 
marriage polygyny was allowed only when the first wife failed to give 
birth to a male child within the first few years of marriage. In some 
communities in India polygyny is regarded as a mark of affluence 
(Kapadia, 1955:109).
Mühsam found that the fertility of polygynous marriages among Negeb 
Beduins was 32 per cent lower than that of monogamous marriages, with the 
assumption that there was no difference in infant or child mortality among 
these two groups (Mühsam, 1956:9). According to Nag (1968:94-95), however, 
there is no direct relation between polygyny and fertility at societal level 
but differences are due to certain intermediate variables. He argues that, for 
instance, frequency of coitus per married woman in polygynous societies seems to 
be lower than in monogamous societies. Nag also noted that the age difference 
between spouses is greater in polygynous than in monogamous marriages.
In our study area, polygynous marriages are believed to emanate from 
considerations of wealth, libido and luxury (Aziz, 1979:60). In addition, 
childless couples are stigmatized as unfortunate and disgraced and this
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may have some bearing on the incidence of polygynous marriages. Ruzicka 
and Chowdhury (1978d:27) found that most polygynous husbands in our study 
area if under 25 years of age were either childless or without living 
children. They also noted that 45 per cent of males between 25 and 34 
years of age who took additional wives were childless.
7.2 Overall Pattern
In our rural area, 863 polygynous marriages were recorded during the 
period 1975 to 1979, that is 4.9 per cent of all marriages (Table 7.1).
Of the 863 polygynous marriages, 36 were among Hindus and the remaining 
827 among Muslims. The percentage of polygynous marriages fluctuated 
from year to year within a range from 4.0 to 6.0 per cent.
Table 7.1
Percentage of Polygynous Marriages, 1975-1979
Year Total Number 
of Marriages
Number of Polygynous Marriages
N Per Cent
1975 (2794) (169) 6.0
1976 (4727) (191) 4.0
1977 (3843) (202) 5.3
1978 (3054) (152) 5.0
1979 (3266) (149) 4.6
1975-1979 17684 863 4.9
Table 7.2 shows the percentage distribution of polygynous grooms by 
age according to the marital status of their subsequent wives. The 
grooms under 25 years of age married brides of whom 76 per cent were 
previously never married, 3 per cent widowed and 21 per cent divorced.
As the age of the grooms increased the percentage of brides previously 
never married sharply decreased. Grooms in older age groups (35 years 
or over) got fewer opportunities to marry an additional wife who was
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previously never married.
The percentage distribution of women who were married polygynously 
according to their age at marriage is presented in Table 7.3. During the 
five year period 1975 to 1979, of the women polygynously married 26.9 per 
cent were under 17 years of age, 36.3 per cent in the age group 17-19, and 
13.9 per cent 25 years and over.
The average interval between the previous and current marriage of 
polygynous husbands is presented in Table 7.4. During the period 1975 to 
1979 there were two types of polygynous marriages; one that occurred 
within a rather short interval (less than 12 months) after the first 
marriage, and another where the interval between the first and the 
subsequent marriage was 3 and more years. To some extent, the length of 
time between the first and the second marriage was related to the groom's 
age. The average waiting time for the husband aged under 30 years (at 
the second marriage) varied from 27 months to 41 months; a longer waiting 
time was observed for the older men. At ages 40 and over the average 
waiting time before the additional marriage rose generally to more than 
six years.
Table 7.2
Percentage Distribution of Polygynous Grooms by Age and 
Bride's Previous Marital Status, 1975-1979
Grooms' Age 
at Marriage Brides' Previous Marital Status
Never Married Widowed Divorced Total
N PerCent N
Per
Cent N
Per
Cent N
Per
Cent
<25 (82) 75.9 (3) 2.8 (23) 21.3 (108) 100
25-34 (165) 50.3 (ID 3.4 (152) 46.3 (328) 100
35-44 (103) 36.1 (30) 10.5 (152) 53.3 (285) 100
45+ (49) 34.5 (20) 14.1 (73) 51.4 (142) 100
All grooms (399) 46.2 (64) 7.4 (400) 46.3 (863) 100
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Table 7.3
Percentage of Brides by Age Who Married 
Polygynous Grooms, 1975-1979
Bride's Age Polygynous
N
Grooms
Per Cent
<17 (232) 26.9
17-19 (313) 36.3
20-24 (198) 22.9
25+ (120) 13.9
Total (863) 100.0
7.3 Average Age at Marriage
In the 1975-1979 period the mean age of polygynous grooms was within 
the range of 33.8 and 36.4 years without a clear trend over time. The 
median age was slightly lower than the mean age (Table 7.5).
Table 7.6 shows the mean and median age of brides who were marrying 
polygynous grooms, most of whom were second wives. Their mean age varied 
from 18.6 to 20.5 years, that is, the second wives were somewhat older
than the brides at first marriage.
T a b l e  7 . 4
A v e r a g e  Time E l a p s e d  B e tw ee n  P r e v i o u s  M a r r i a g e  
an d  t h e  C u r r e n t  M a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  P o l y g y n o u s  Husbands
1 9 7 5 -1 9 7 9
Age a t  
Groom' s 
P r e s e n t
A v e r a g e
W a i t i n g
Time
P e r c e n t a g e  M a r r y i n g  
A d d i t i o n a l  Wife  a f t e r  Months
M a r r i a g e Y e ar N ( M o n th s ) <11 1 2 -3 5 36 & Over
<30 1975 (46) 2 7 . 3 3 2 . 6 3 2 . 6 3 4 . 8
1976 (55) 3 6 . 7 3 0 . 9 2 0 . 0 4 9 . 1
1977 (75) 3 6 . 0 2 9 . 3 2 9 . 3 4 1 . 4
1978 (45) 3 9 . 8 2 8 . 9 2 6 .7 4 4 . 4
1979 (48) 4 1 . 6 2 9 . 2 2 5 . 0 4 5 . 8
1 9 7 5 - 7 9 (269) 3 6 . 3 3 0 . 1 2 6 . 8 4 3 . 1
30- 39 1975 (71) 4 3 . 9 4 2 . 2 5 . 6 5 2 . 1
1976 (67) 5 3 . 6 2 6 . 9 7 . 4 6 5 . 7
197 7 (74) 5 5 . 0 2 8 . 4 8 . 1 6 3 . 5
1978 (56) 6 7 . 2 1 7 . 9 3 .6 7 8 . 5
1979 (59) 5 1 . 2 2 8 . 8 1 1 . 9 5 9 . 3
19 7 5 -7 9 (327) 5 3 . 7 2 9 . 4 7 . 3 6 3 . 3
4 0 - 4 9 1975 (32) 7 0 . 1 2 1 . 9 3 . 1 7 5 . 0
1976 (43) 6 7 . 3 2 5 . 6 4 . 5 6 9 . 8
1977 (38) 7 1 . 5 2 3 . 7 5 . 3 7 1 . 0
1978 (40) 7 6 . 6 1 5 . 0 5 . 0 8 0 . 0
1979 (31) 6 6 . 9 2 9 . 0 - 7 1 . 0
1 9 7 5 -7 9 (184) 7 0 . 6 2 2 . 8 3 . 8 7 3 . 4
50+ 1975 (20) 6 7 . 3 2 5 . 0 1 0 . 0 6 5 . 0
1976 (26) 6 2 . 4 3 0 . 8 3 . 8 6 5 . 4
1977 (15) 6 8 . 8 2 6 . 7 - 7 3 . 3
1978 (11) 4 4 . 6 5 4 . 5 - 4 5 . 5
1979 ( I D 7 4 . 9 1 8 . 2 9 . 1 7 2 . 7
1 9 7 5 - 7 9 (83) 6 4 . 0 3 0 . 1 4 . 8 6 5 . 1
A l l 1975 (169) 4 7 . 1 3 3 . 7 1 3 . 0 5 3 . 3
1976 (191) 5 3 . 1 2 8 . 3 9 . 9 6 1 . 8
1977 (202) 5 2 . 1 2 7 . 7 1 4 .9 5 7 . 4
1978 (152) 5 9 . 9 2 3 . 1 1 0 . 5 6 6 . 4
1979 (149) 5 3 . 1 2 8 . 2 1 3 . 4 5 8 . 4
1 9 7 5 - 7 9 (863) 5 2 . 9 2 8 . 3 1 2 . 4 5 9 . 3
Table 7.5
Mean and Median Age at Marriage of Polygynous Husbands
1975-1979
Year Polygynous Husbands
N Mean S.D. Median
1975 (169) 35.3 10.42 33.1
1976 (191) 36.4 10.92 34.7
1977 (202) 33.8 10.10 32.2
1978 (152) 35.3 9.82 35.3
19 79 (149) 34.5 9.24 33.9
Mean and Median Age at
Table 7.6
: Marriage of Brides Who Married
Polygynous Husbands, 1975-1979
Year Brides Polygynously Married
N Mean S.D. Median
1975 (169) 18.6 5.09 17.3
1976 (191) 20.5 6.02 18.4
1977 (202) 19.4 4.89 18.1
1978 (152) 20.2 5.64 18.5
1979 (149) 19.9 4.55 18.3
Table 7.7 shows the difference in age at marriage between the polygynous 
husband and his subsequent wife. For the grooms under 25 years of age the 
age difference was minimal, on average the wife being younger by about 5 
years. With increasing age at marriage of the husband the difference 
increased markedly. Grooms whose age at second marriage was 25 to 34 years 
were more than 10 years older than their second wives and the difference 
rose to 18 years for grooms aged 35-44 years. The difference increased
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further for the 45 years and older males. The age difference between all 
the polygynous grooms and their brides seemed to be more than 15 years on 
average during the period.
Table 7.7
Mean Age Difference (Years) at Marriage Between the 
Polygynous Grooms and Their Brides, 1975-1979
Groom's Age at Marriage
Brides Younger (On Average) Years
N 1975-1979
<25 (108) 4.2
25-34 (328) 10.6
35-44 (285) 17.9
45 + (142) 29.7
All Grooms (863) 15.4
7.4 Socio-Economic Differentials
Polygynous marriages were found to be less frequent among the men 
with secondary and higher levels of education (Table 7.8). The highest 
proportion of polygynous marriages occurred among the grooms with no 
schooling or with Koranic education (the rate fluctuated from year to 
year, see Appendix F. On average, 6.3 per cent and 6.1 per cent of
all marriages were polygynous among the grooms who had Maktab (Koranic 
education) or no schooling respectively during the period 1975 to 1979.
Table 7.9 shows what proportion of polygynous marriages occurred 
among the different occupational groups in rural Bangladesh. The 
proportion of polygynous marriages seems to be highest among the business­
men throughout the whole period of time since 1975 to 1979 (see Appendix 
F.l). On average 7.8 per cent of all marriages were polygynous among the 
businessmen followed by 4.8 per cent for those who were farming their
own land, 4.7 per cent among non-agricultural labourers, 4.3 per cent
among farm labourers, 4.1 per cent among service employees and the lowest, 
2.4 per cent, in the "other" occupational group. As already mentioned, 
in our study area, and in Bangladesh as a whole, wealthy people generally 
take an additional wife. It is true to say that businessmen and land 
owners are the wealthy people in Bangladesh societies. It should also 
be noted that although most of the women in the rural areas of Bangladesh 
are described as housewives they spend a considerable proportion of their 
day in productive agricultural work, performing such tasks as animal care 
crop processing, etc. (Cain,Khanam and Nahar, 1979:416). Hence probably 
there is a tendency among the farmers to marry a second wife who will 
help with agricultural work.
Table 7.8
Percentage of Polygynous Husbands by Level 
of Education, 1975-1979
Level of Education Number of All 
Marriages
Number of Polygynous 
Marriages
Per Cent
None (no Schooling) 6355 385 6.1
Maktab (Koranic
education) 2972 188 6.3
Primary (1-5) 3167 147 4.6
Secondary and above (6+) 5190 14 3 2.8
Table 7.9
Percentage of Polygynous Husbands by 
Occupation, 1975-1979
Occupation of 
Husband
Number of All 
Marriages
Number of Polygynous 
Marriages
Per Cent
Farming (own land) 6818 326 4.8
Farm Labourer 1111 48 4.3
Non-Agricultural 3986 186 4.7
Labourer*
Service* 2783 114 4.1
Business 2186 170 7.8
Others* 800 19 2.4
* As classified in Table 3.10.
92.
CHAPTER 8
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
This study presents the findings on patterns and differentials of 
marriage and marriage dissolution in rural Bangladesh using marital status 
registration data of the Matlab Demographic Survillance System (DSS) for a 
period of five years since 1975. It is the first study in Bangladesh where 
marital status registration data are used.
Marriage is universal in rural Bangladesh and first marriage occurs 
at very young ages of grooms and, in particular, brides. Although there is 
some indication that age at first marriage of brides increased in the five 
years between 1975 and 1979, it was only from 16.0 to 16.9 years and from 
15.9 to 16.7 years (mean and median age, respectively). Groom's average 
age at first marriage remained almost constant at 24 years during the period 
reviewed here. From the comparison of 1974 and 1978 censuses, an increasing 
postponement of marriages among younger women was also noticed. A pronounced 
seasonality of marriages exists in rural Bangladesh and the highest number 
of marriages occurs after the harvest seasons.
The mean age difference between groom and bride at first marriage is 
about 8 years. The age at first marriage of the bride is highly correlated 
with the age difference between groom and bride. Women married at a younger 
age show the largest age difference between groom and bride in rural 
Bangladesh. Younger grooms marry brides not much younger than themselves, 
but age difference increases rapidly as the age of the grooms increases.
For the grooms who married at ages 40 years or over, the age difference 
averaged 28 years.
Education has a substantial effect on age at first marriage of women; 
the highest age at marriage was found among the few women with secondary or
higher education. However, most of the women who got married during the 
five year period reviewed here had no schooling or only Koranic education.
There was a strong concentration of marriages among grooms and brides of 
a similar educational level.
Groom's occupation was related to the age at marriage of grooms and 
their brides. A higher age at marriage was found for those with service 
and business occupations; they also seem to have a tendency to marry 
somewhat older brides than grooms of other occupational categories.
Divorce is rather frequent in Bangladesh but not as frequent as in 
many industrial societies. It occurs often early in marriage. Among women,
90 per cent of divorces occurred within less than three years of marriage 
during the 1975-79 period. The average age at divorce was 19.6 years for 
females and 29.6 years for males. The causes of the divorce are not quite 
clear (the DSS data provide no information on the causes of divorce) but 
some are probably due to wife's inability to conceive early in marriage and 
others may be on account of the incompatibility of the couple or difficulties 
in the wife's adjustment to her in-laws.
The age difference between husband and wife is possibly related to 
divorce. Divorces were found to be more prevalent among couples where the 
age difference was quite high.
Religion, education and occupation have differential influences on the 
stability of marriage. Divorces among Hindus are very rare, because Hindu 
marriages are based on the idea of an eternal bond and cannot be terminated 
at will. Divorce is inversely related to education of both grooms and brides. 
As the education of grooms and brides increases the ratio of divorces to 
marriages decreases; the lowest divorce ratio is found among the grooms and 
brides with secondary or higher education. Occupation also has a strong 
effect on divorce. The highest divorce ratios occurred among the farm
labourers, most of whom are landless and poor in rural Bangladesh. In 
contrast, the lowest ratios were found among businessmen and servicemen who 
usually enjoy comparatively better economic conditions. However, in the 
absence of adequate information about the reasons for divorce it is not 
possible to ascertain how the causes differ among various socio-economic 
groups and further investigation is needed in this area.
Widowhood is determined by both the high level of mortality and the 
age difference between husband and wife. The latter as well as age at 
marriage are more important for the probability of widowhood than the former.
Remarriage after divorce is common. A high proportion of divorced 
males and females who remarry do so within a year or two. Divorced females 
have a longer waiting time than males before remarriage. As might be 
expected, the waiting period is longer as the age at remarriage of the 
divorced men and women increases. The average age at remarriage of 
divorced men and women was 29 years and 20 years, respectively, during the 
period 1975 to 1979.
There are also noticeable differences by occupation and education in 
remarriage after divorce. Remarriage after divorce, like divorce, was 
quite common and appeared to be more concentrated among the low—income, 
illiterate, or low-education groups. Among the better-off people and those 
with secondary or higher education, divorce is comparatively infrequent and 
therefore the proportion of remarriages among all marriages of this sub­
group stays low.
Remarriages among widowed men and women were hardly found among the 
Hindus. On the other hand, Muslim widowers marry in almost all instances, 
but widows have considerably fewer chances to do so, because the males 
generally prefer to marry younger women and virgins. The average age at 
remarriage of widowers and widows was 38 years and 25 years, respectively.
It is noticeable that only the younger widows have a chance to remarry, 
while most widowers would do so irrespective of age. On average, widowers 
remarried after 18 months but widows who did so had to wait almost twice
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a s  l o n g .  The h i g h e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  w id o w er  r e m a r r i a g e s  among a l l  m a r r i a g e s  
was among t h o s e  who fa rm  t h e i r  own l a n d .  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  w id o w er  and  
widow r e m a r r i a g e s  was fo u n d  t o  b e  h i g h e r  among t h o s e  w i t h  no s c h o o l i n g  o r  
w i t h  K o ra n ic  e d u c a t i o n .
P o ly g y n o u s  m a r r i a g e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  fo u n d  o n l y  among t h e  w e a l t h y  p e o p l e .
O n ly  a b o u t  5 p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  m a r r i a g e s  w e re  p o ly g y n o u s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i v e  y e a r  
p e r i o d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  a l m o s t  a l l  p o ly g y n o u s  
m a r r i a g e s  w e re  fo u n d  among t h e  h u s b a n d s  w i t h  K o ra n ic  e d u c a t i o n .
I n  a s o c i e t y  t h a t  p r a c t i c e s  o n l y  t o  a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t  a n y  form  o f  f a m i l y  
c o n t r o l ,  n a t u r a l  f e r t i l i t y  i s  p r e v a l e n t .  The m a jo r  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  c h i l d ­
s p a c i n g  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  f a m i l y  s i z e  a r e  p r o l o n g e d  b r e a s t  f e e d i n g  an d  s u b ­
f e c u n d i t y  an d  an e a r l y  o n s e t  o f  m en o p au se  ( p o s s i b l y  due  t o  n u t r i t i o n a l  
d e f i c i e n c i e s  a n d  p o o r  h e a l t h  o f  many r u r a l  w om en). M a r r i a g e  p a t t e r n s  a r e  
t h e r e f o r e  i m p o r t a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  l i f e - t i m e  f e r t i l i t y .  I t  i s  b ey o n d  t h e  
s c o p e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  t o  e x a m in e  t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  a g e  a t  m a r r i a g e  a f f e c t s  
f e r t i l i t y .  M o re o v e r ,  t h e  DSS d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  d i r e c t l y  d a t a  t h a t  c o u l d  be  
u s e d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .
The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  an d  
o c c u p a t i o n  h a v e  a s t r o n g  i m p a c t  on a g e  a t  m a r r i a g e .  A c c o r d in g  t o  D 'S o u z a  
(1 9 7 9 :3 1 8 )  a g e  a t  m a r r i a g e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  low  i n  B a n g la d e s h  b e c a u s e  o f  s o c i a l  
c u s to m s ,  low  l e v e l s  o f  f e m a l e  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  t h e  low s o c i a l  s t a t u s  a c c o r d e d  
t o  women b y  t h e  s o c i e t y  a n d  f a m i l i e s .
T h u s ,  f o r  r a i s i n g  a g e  a t  m a r r i a g e  a n d  t o  r e d u c e  f e r t i l i t y ,  i n c r e a s i n g  
e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  f e m a l e s  m u s t  b e  p r o v i d e d .  The 
s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  women a l s o  h a s  t o  b e  u p g r a d e d .  S in c e  t h e  M uslim  F a m i ly  
Law O r d in a n c e  i s  i n a c t i v e  and  n o t  e n f o r c e d ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  m e a s u r e s  may n o t  be 
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n c r e a s e  ag e  a t  m a r r i a g e .  A c c o r d in g  t o  Duza and  
B a ld w in  ( 1 9 7 6 : 3 0 ) ,  S r i  L a n k a ,  a d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r y  l i k e  B a n g l a d e s h ,  h a s  
r a i s e d  t h e  ag e  a t  m a r r i a g e  f o r  b o t h  m a le s  a n d  f e m a l e s  t h r o u g h  a  m a s s iv e
9 6.
expansion of education and socio-economic change. This is a slow process 
but, in rural Bangladesh, there does not appear to be a faster alternative 
way.
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APPENDIX A
MARITAL STATUS REGISTRATION
IC D D R ,B /M A T L A 8
SI. No, V i l la g e Event Study N o .
Date o f  event : Day Month Year
In formation ( Male Partner j  
Name ________ V. T. S. N o . ’ 6 8 /7 0 . Census No. ’74
Age Type o f  age : Census M-ln Date M-ln
M ar ita l status p r io r  to this event :
Never married l Married 2 W idow ed 3 Divorced 4
If  the p r io r  status was married, w idow ed  o r  d ivorced, 
then specify the  duration o f tha t status In months
Education
Usual Residence ( Male Partner ) : 
V il lage : _________________ P. O ._____
Occupation
D lst.
H. F. No. of Current Residence
Code
Inform ation  ( Female Partner )  :
Name V. T. S. N o . ’ 6 8 /7 0 Census No. 7 4
Age Type of age : Census M -ln Date M-ln
Marital status p r io r to  th is event : 
Never married 1 Married 2 W idow ed 3 Divorced 4
If  the p r io r  status was married, w idow ed  o r  d ivorced, 
then specify the durat ion of tha t status In months Education
H/F. N o . o f  current residence
Residence o f  female partner p r io r  to  th is event 
V i l lage ____________________________ P. O .______ Dlst. Code
Residence status ; Both w ith in  V . T. S. 
Remarks :
O n ly  female partner w ith in  V. T. S.
R eported by_ Date O nly  male partner w ith in  V. T. S.
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APPENDIX B.l
Mean and Median Age at First Marriage of Grooms and Brides 
by Occupation of Grooms (Current), 1975-1979
Year Occupation of 
Grooms
Grooms Brides
N Mean S.D. Median N Mean S.D. Median
1975 Farming (own land) (538) 23.8 4.02 24.0 (634) 16.0 2.00 15.9
Farm labourer (179) 22.9 3.98 22.7 (238) 15.7 1.78 15.8
Non-agric. labourer (341) 23.9 4.02 24.3 (469) 16.1 1.77 16.0
Service (392) 25.9 3.19 25.7 (459) 16.0 1.98 15.9
Business (255) 25.3 3.63 25.2 (297) 16.0 2.31 15.8
Others (166) 23.8 3.85 24.1 (174) 15.9 1.92 15.9
1976 Farming (own land (1289) 23.4 3.89 23.5 (1480) 16.1 1.97 15.9
Farm labourer (215) 22.9 3.96 22.4 (244) 16.2 1.87 16.1
Non-agric. labourer (736) 23.4 3.58 23.7 (872) 16.1 1.88 16.0
Service (570) 25.7 3.24 25.4 (629) 16.3 2.12 16.1
Business (433) 24.6 3.98 24.7 (479) 16.3 2.21 16.1
Others (207) 23.5 3.88 24.0 (213) 16.1 2.49 16.0
1977 Farming (own land) (1056) 23.5 3.80 23.9 (1191) 16.3 1.88 16.2
Farm labourer (130) 22.9 3.60 22.8 (158) 16.1 1.85 16.1
Non-agric. labourer (589) 23.5 3.70 23.6 (697) 16.6 1.98 16.4
Service (481) 25.3 3.60 25.4 (524) 16.6 2.12 16.4
Business (353) 24.2 3.75 24.5 (393) 16. 4 1.87 16.2
Others (136) 23.8 3.31 24.3 (139) 16.5 2.28 16.2
1978 Farming (own land) (891) 23.6 3.66 23.7 (1003) 17.0 2.02 16.3
Farm labourer ( 60) 22.2 3.53 22.0 ( 69) 16.5 2.67 16.2
Non-agric. labourer (530) 23.8 3.61 23.9 (605) 16.7 2.12 16.4
Service (392) 26.0 3.53 25.7 (415) 17.1 2.12 16.8
Business (307) 24.2 3.58 24.4 (359) 16.9 2.33 16.6
Others ( 97) 23.2 3.98 23.6 ( 99) 16.3 2.28 16.2
1979 Farming (own land) (1033) 23.7 3.56 23.7 (1150) 16.8 1.98 16.6
Farm labourer ( 90) 22.5 3.98 22.2 (105) 16.8 2.13 16.7
Non-agric. labourer (562) 23.7 3.35 23.5 (661) 17.0 2.16 16.7
Service (373) 25.4 3.67 25.4 (409) 17.1 2.16 16.8
Business (287) 25.0 4.05 25.0 (313) 17.2 2.28 17.1
Others ( 90) 23.0 3.40 22.5 ( 95) 16.6 2.75 16.1
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E q u a tio n s  fo r  exam p le:
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APPENDIX D.l
Life Table Equations
1 . mn x
Dn x 
Pn x
2. qn x
2n m n x
2+n m n x
3. ix (1- q ) x-n n x-n =  1
4. dn x
Ln x 2 x x+1
00 m.
T  T7. 0 = -z-- where T = E n xe x ,  xx x
109.
APPENDIX E
Percentage Distribution of Brides by Previous Marital 
Status Whose Grooms Were Divorced, 1975-1979
Year
Brides by Previous ]Marital Status
Never Married Widowed Divorced Total
N Per Cent N I3er Cent N Per Cent N Per Cent
1975 (324) 56.0 (13) 2.2 (242) 41.8 (579) 100.0
1976 (518) 58.7 (25) 2.8 (340) 38.5 (883) 100.0
1977 (386) 55.5 (21) 3.0 (289) 41.5 (696) 100.0
1978 (307) 59.4 (10) 1.9 (200) 38.7 (517) 100.0
1979 (321) 59.4 ( 8) 1.5 (211) 39.1 (540) 100.0
1975-79 (1856) 57.7 (77) 2.4 (1282) 39.9 (3215) 100.0
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APPENDIX E .1
Percentage Distribution of Grooms Who Married Divorced 
Brides by Previous Marital Status, 1975-1979
Grooms by Previous Marital Status
Year Never Married Married Widowed Divorced Total
N Per Cent N Per Cent N Per Cent N Per Cent N Per Cent
1975 (99) 20.9 (70) 14.8 (68) 14.4 (236) 49.7 (473) 100.0
1976 (210) =28.8 (95) 13.0 (83) 11.4 (340) 46.7 (728) 100.0
1977 (196) 29.3 (91) 13.6 (93) 13.9 (289) 43.2 (669) 100.0
1978 (140) 29.6 (76) 16.1 (57) 12.1 (200) 42. 3 (473) 100.0
1979 (151) 30.8 (68) 13.9 (60) 12.2 (211) 43.1 (490) 100.0
1975-79 (796) 27.9 (400) 14.3 (361) 12.8 (1276) 45.0 (2833) 100.0
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APPENDIX F
Percentage <of Polygynous Husbands by Level
of Education, 1975-1979
Level of Education No. of all No. of Polygynous Per Cent
Marriages Marriages
1975
None (no schooling) 1040 92 8.8
Maktab (Koranic education) 204 13 6.4
Primary (1-5) 579 34 5.9
Secondary & above (6+) 971 30 3.1
1976
None (no schooling) 1989 96 4.8
Maktab (Koranic education) 495 32 6.5
Primary (1-5) 865 37 4.3
Secondary & above (6+) 1378 26 1.9
1977
None (no schooling) 1408 95 6.7
Maktab (Koranic education) 630 36 5.7
Primary (1-5) 692 34 4.9
Secondary & above (6+) 1113 37 3.3
1978
None (no schooling) 979 52 5.3
Maktab (Koranic education) 689 54 7.8
Primary (1-5) 497 20 4.0
Secondary & above (6+) 889 26 2.9
1979
None (no schooling) 939 50 5.3
Maktab (Koranic education) 954 53 5.6
Primary (1-5) 534 22 4.1
Secondary & above (6+) 839 24 2.9
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APPENDIX F.l
Percentage of Polygynous Husbands 
by Occupation, 1975-1979
Occupation of Husband No. of all
Marriages
No. of Polygynous Per Cent 
Marriages
1975
Farming (own land) 799 
Farm labourer 330 
Non-agricultural labourer 584 
Service 523 
Business 364 
Others 194
1976
Farming (own land) 1827 
Farm labourer 345 
Non-agricultural labourer 1054 
Service 708 
Business 558 
Others 235
1977
F a m i n g  (own land) 1551 
Farm labourer 213 
Non-agricultural labourer 843 
Service 603 
Business 479 
Others 154
1978
Farming (own land) 1231 
Farm labourer 88 
Non-agricultural labourer 734 
Service 477 
Business 409 
Others 115
1979
F a m i n g  (own land) 1410 
F a m  labourer 135 
Non-agricultural labourer 771 
Service 472 
Business 376 
Others 102
58
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82
10
40
17
35
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4.5
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6.3
3.0
78
7
47
22
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3
5.0
3.3
5.6
3.6
9.4 
1.9
47
6
38
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35
6
3.8
6.8
5.2
4.2
8.6
5.2
61
5
34
23
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4.3 
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4.4
4.9
6.9 
0
